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COMFORTING  THI  AFFLICTED  AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFORTABLE  SINCE  1980  •  JANUARY  2001 


Development  boom  may  lead  to 
greater  earthquake  devastation 

Most  new  buildings  have  been  erected  on  SF’s  least  stable  land 


Richard  Marquez,  Ana  Maria  Loya,  and  Renee  Saucedo  get  in  the  face  (and  the  doorway)  of  tax 
dodging  Zing.com  Photo  by  Tom  Wetzel 


D  otter dammerung 


Commentary  by  Victor  Miller 

or  the  arithmetically  challenged,  the 
year  2000  was  the  opening  of  the 
millennium.  For  the  shortsighted, 
shallow  and  greedy,  it  was  the  onset  of  the 
dot-com  millennium,  and  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  was  old  and  in  the  way.  False  millen¬ 
nial  signposts  both  of  them,  but  the  hoopla 
and  the  hype,  with  uncommon  tenacity, 
prevailed  over  common  sense. 

The  year  began  miserably.  House- 
hungry  stock-option  wolf  packs  circled  the 
’hood,  pouncing  on  the  most  vulnerable 
members — seniors,  single  moms  and 


semi-aocumentea  t amities — forcing  them 
out  of  their  homes  by  hook  (“This  is  per¬ 
fectly  legal”)  or  by  crook  (“Don’t  make 
me  call  Immigration/  get  the  cops/  put  you 
on  the  tenant  blacklist”).  In  the  early 
months  of  2000,  the  predators  of  the  new 
(but  narrow)  prosperity  barreled  along, 
transforming  the  Mission’s  multicultural 
richness  into  a  monoculture  of  the  rich. 

The  dot-com  delusion  was  aided  and 
abetted  by  a  corrupt  city  government, 
ruled  with  megalomanical  gusto  by  an 
apparently  indictment-proof  chief  execu- 
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by  Judy  West 

One  topic  often  omitted  in  the 
debates  over  real  estate  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  industrial  lands  of 
South  of  Market  and  the  Northeast 
Mission,  is  that  most  of  the  new  building 
construction  is  occurring  in  locations 
where  San  Francisco’s  soils  are  the  least 
stable  and  the  most  vulnerable  to  earth¬ 
quake  damage.  Our  industrially  zoned  dis¬ 
tricts  are  primarily  located  in  the  low-lying 
areas  around  Mission  Bay.  These  areas 
were  originally  tidal  marshes  filled  in  fast 
and  furiously  with  sand  and  mud  during 
the  Gold  Rush  days  and  shortly  thereafter. 
The  more  stable  lands  on  the  hillsides  were 
built  with  housing,  since  only  commercial 
concerns  could  afford  the  high  costs  of 
landfill. 

Gray  Brechin,  a  geographer  from 
U.C.  Berkeley  has  written  a  new  book 
called  Imperial  San  Francisco:  Urban 
Power,  Earthly  Ruin,  which  scrutinizes 
some  the  processes  of  urbanization  in  San 
Francisco,  and  the  immense  wealth 
acquired  by  a  few  at  the  environmental 
expense  of  succeeding  generations.  He 
maintains  that  California  was  filled,  poi¬ 
soned  and  plundered  in  order  to  grow  and 
feed  its  urban  aristocracy;  and  that  much 
of  this  can  still  be  seen  going  on  today  in 
San  Francisco.  “This  is  especially  true  in 
the  current  land  rush  to  build  on  every 
available  parcel  in  the  South  of  Market  and 
the  Northeast  Mission,”  Brechin  claims. 


One  of  the  more  colorful  examples  of 
the  tremendous  environmental  impact 
some  of  our  founding  fathers  have  had  on 
this  City  begins  when  Americans  first  took 
possession  of  San  Francisco  in  1846.  Our 
political  leaders  at  the  time,  SF  Alcade 
(Mayor),  Edwin  Bryant,  and  General 
Kearny,  the  California  Governor,  immedi¬ 
ately  began  the  process  of  selling  off  plots 
of  underwater  land  along  the  waterfronts. 
This  scheme  raised  enormous  amounts  of 
money  for  the  new  government  and  pow¬ 
erful  new  landowners,  but  has  left  lasting 
negative  consequences  on  the  land  ever 
since.  Aside  from  the  loss  of  our  natural 
terrain  as  hills  were  leveled  to  create  soil 
to  fill  the  water-lots,  commercial  and 
industrial  activities  over  the  years  have  left 
toxic  remains,  only  to  be  cleaned  up  today 
at  enormous  cost  to  subsequent  genera¬ 
tions. 

The  original  purchasers  of  these 
“water  lots”  eventually  were  faced  with  a 
requirement  to  fill  in  the  land  to  an  official 
grade  or  elevation  above  the  high  tide  line. 
But  all  too  often  this  was  done  in  a  hap¬ 
hazard  fashion,  leaving  poorly  engineered 
and  unconsolidated  soil  beneath  buildings, 
which  today  are  still  sinking  into  the  soft 
mud  beneath  them. 

Land  speculators  at  the  time  filled  the 
swamp  areas  with  sand  and  debris  to  the 
required  elevation.  Then  they  completed 
their  land  purchases  and  re-sold  the  parcels 
to  unsuspecting  newcomers.  These  new- 
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Rainbow  Grocery 

A  WORKER-OWNED  COOPERATIVE 


Reuse  your  own  container 
for  your  bulk  &  produce 
items  &  receive  a  credit 
for  each  one  toward  your 
total  sale. 


Together  we  can  make  a  difference . 
Juntos  podemos  hacer  la  diferencia . 


Recibira  de  credito  para 
cada  uno  de  sus 
recipientes  para  la  compra 
de  productos  sueltos. 


Regular  store  hours: 
Mon-Sat:  9am-9pm 
Sunday:  10am-9pm 


PAIR  LY  TRADED 
GOURMET  COFFEE 


FAIR  TRADE 


CERTIFIE 


All  Equal  Exchange  Organic  Coffees 
(Regular  &  Decaf) 

$6.99  lb  (regular  price  $8.solb) 
Sale  price  good  through  January  2001 


Holiday  Hours:  Monday  January  1st:  Closed 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day,  Monday  January  15th:  Closed 

■  1745  Folsom  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94103 
41  5.863.0620  www.rainbowgrocery.org 


Need  a  New  Year’s  resolution? 

Reduce 


.Repeat  three  times. 

Reducir 


Recycle  your  Ffc 
shopping  bags  I" 


Buy  in  bulk 


Reusar 

Reciclar 


Recicle  sus 
bolsas  de  compras 


Reusar 
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To  the 
Egress 


My  name  is  Susana  Rojas,  my 
mother,  daughter  and  I  have 
been  living  in  our  house  in 
Bernal  Heights  for  over  seven  years.  Our 
current  landlord  bought  the  house  with  us 
in  it  two  years  ago.  In  September,  he  told 
us  the  house  would  be  sold.  He  said  that  if 
we  moved  out,  he  could  get  $100,000 
more  for  the  house.  He  knew  that  it  would 
be  hard  for  the  new  owner  to  evict  us.  I 
told  him  to  sell  it  with  us  in  it  and  that  he 
wasn’t  going  to  kick  us  out 

The  problem  immediately  started  get¬ 
ting  worse  and  he  began  to  put  pressure  on 
our  family.  I  work  long  hours  and  he  often 
spoke  with  my  mom  because  she’s  home 
alone  all  day.  He  subtly  tried  to  convince 
her  to  move  out.  My  mom  has  always  been 
a  strong  woman,  but  she  is  now  64  and  dis¬ 
abled  I  knew  she  couldn’t  deal  with  any 
hardship  but  he  continued  to  put  pressure 
on  her.  She  became  scared  and  said  that 
we  might  as  well  take  the  deal. 
Meanwhile,  her  health  began  to  decline. 
He  had  offered  us  $10,000  to  get  out  but 
we  knew  there  was  no  place  to  go.  He  told 
her  that  we  should  take  it  or  get  kicked  out 
in  30  days.  My  mom  continued  to  get 
sicker  with  all  the  stress.  I  didn’t  want  to 
leave  because  he  wasn’t  being  fair  and  this 
was  our  home. 

The  owner  kept  talking  to  my  mom 
and  that  started  more  problems  between  us 
because  I  didn’t  want  to  leave.  As  I  was 
the  only  one  working,  she  felt  like  she  was 
being  a  burden  and  felt  guilty  because  she 
couldn’t  woik.  This  entire  time  her  health 
was  getting  worse.  I  finally  decided  to  sign 
the  paperwork.  The  owner  reassured  us 
that  this  was  for  our  benefit.  The  only  rea¬ 
son  he  cared  was  because  he  could  get 
more  for  the  house.  With  an  empty  house, 
the  new  owners  wouldn’t  have  to  deal  with 
our  family  or  our  low  rent 

One  day  I  came  home  from  a  tiring 
day  at  work  and  my  belongings  were  scat¬ 
tered  around  the  house.  Again  for  our 
“benefit”,  the  owner  convinced  my  mom 
to  let  him  donate  some  of  our  things  to 
Salvation  Army  as  he  was  in  the  process  of 
doing  the  same.  He  was  just  trying  to  get 
us  out  faster,  by  moving  our  possessions 
out  Between  the  work  and  my  daughter,  I 
didn’t  have  enough  time  to  deal  with  it 
The  next  day  I  got  home  to  find  our 
belongings  were  gone.  Without  my  moth¬ 
er  really  knowing  it,  he  had  donated  useful 
household  items,  including  my  daughter’s 
bike. 

My  daughter  was  in  tears,  which 
caused  more  problems.  My  mom  had 
recovered  from  almost  total  paralysis 
years  before,  now  she  could  barely  feel  her 
legs  and  back  again — the  stress  was  too 
much.  One  night  I  came  home  ani  found 
my  mother  crying.  1  wanted  to  go  upstairs 
and  get  him. 


£ 


Subscribe  to 
New  Mission  News 
$20  for 
one  year 


First  Person 


After  taking  the  deal,  we  started  look¬ 
ing  for  apartments.  While  there  are  cheap 
apartments  available,  they  are  in  bad 
neighborhoods.  A  lot  of  places  that  are 
supposed  to  help  people  out  tell  us  we  are 
being  conceited  because  we  won’t  go  just 
anywhere.  I  won’t  move  into  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  that’s  not  safe  for  all  of  us,  especial¬ 
ly  my  daughter  and  mother.  We  have  found 
apartments  that  tell  us  they  have  openings, 
but  that  we  have  to  get  signed  up  on  a  list 
at  Caritas  Management.  Every  time  we  go 
to  Caritas  they  claim  the  list  is  closed. 
They  have  been  difficult  people  to  work 
with. 

My  advice  is  not  to  do  anything  in  the 
spur  of  the  moment  out  of  desperatioa 
Don’t  drop  your  standards.  Good  things 
happen  to  good  people,  so  don’t  give  up. 


Susana  Rojas  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 
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WOW  IT’S  WEDNESDAY 
SPECIAL 

PIZZAS  HALF  PRICE  EVERY 
WEDNESDAY  WITH  THIS  AD. 
PICK  UP  ONLY 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

0PEM  DAILY 
11AM  TIL  SAM 


.  2  MEDIUM 
PIZZAS 

1  TOPPING  EACH 


$ 


15 


95 


DELIVERY  OR  PICK-UP  ONLY 


j  CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

.  DICED  CHICKEN  WITH 
I  MUSHROOM,  CARROTS, 

!  ONION  AND  HERBS  IN  RICE 

!  $6,s 


DELIVERY  OR  PICK-UP  ONLY 


535  Valencia  431-8880 

@  16th  Street  Fax:431-9018 
Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses'' 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

1 .  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

Sedmm.  Ftffeun.  Smmeeje.  Mmdrrem.  Bed  Frfper.  On** 

2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

Mmeheeem.  On*.  Fmr  Temmmn.  Bed  Hpfen.  BUet  Ohm*.  C*k e 

3.  FISHERMAN  S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp.  CUm.  Cmriee 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Onehe*.  Mmhrmmeeu.  Stem  Dried  Trmtmmej.  Omimn 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

CmmdBeef.  Onm*.  Fred,  Tern 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  CALL  MEAT) 

Heme.  Beef.  FdpfmeeL  Cmeud 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

ArdetnJ*  He**.  Fnd,  Tueuu*.  Gerhc.  Srnnmp 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Cmudtmm  Bmeem.  FmmmpfU 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

Spin**.  Feu  Chum r,  Flee,  Oh me.  Pm.  Brnti 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Bndhtke  Hue*.  Smm-Oned  Temmuey  Cmehe  BUei  Ode*.  Zmahum 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

1  TOPPING 

2  TOPPINGS 

3  TOPPINGS 

EACH  ADDmONAL  TOPPING 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepperoni  •  Sauaage  •  Ground  Beef  •  Ham  .  Canadian  Bacon 
Olive*  Garlic -Zucchini 'Fresh  Spinach. Fresh  Tomato  -On  ion  •  Pnto 
Baby  Clamt •  Chicken •  Anchoviei •  Shrimp •  Feta  Cheese-Bell  Peppers 
Mushroom.  Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers  -Jalapcfto  -  Pineapple  -  Artichoke 

PASTA 


ENTREES 


APPETIZERS 

SALADS 

RISOTTO 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 
CHEESE  RAVIOLI 
RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE 
ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCONI  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUTO  D1  MARE 
CHICKEN  PETTUCCIN1 
LASAGNA  BOLOGNESE 
VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 
UNGUINI  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TORXELLINI  FLORENTINI. 

RED  SNAPPER 
GRILLED  SALMON 
PRAWNS  SAUTE 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARM1GIANA 
CHICKEN  PICATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CA1AMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 


CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

lhaddmhe*  md  ...in.u  . 


ummd  ievhe  im  r 


RISOTTO  DI  FRESCO 


RISOTTO  DECARNE 


*  mid  net 


a  &heehe  at  n 


SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 
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9.95 
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10.95 

12.50 
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•4.50 

4.85 

6.25 
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5.95 

3.75 

6.75 
6-25 

8.20 

7.50 

8.20 

8.85 
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Before  you  throw  things  away,  see  if  they  can  be  repaired 
and/or  used  again!  Reuse  helps  conserve  resources  and  often 
supports  community  projects.  A  few  examples: 


"Pedal  Peuolutm  (415)641-1264 
This  non-profit  accepts  bicycles  and  bicycle 
accessories  for  reuse  and  repair.  Sales  support  their 
training  and  work  program  for  homeless  youth. 


fiends  o[  tke  Public  Libhanj  (415)  557-4257 
They  accept  book  donations  at  the  main  library,  branch 
libraries  and  at  their  book  bay  at  Fort  Mason  where  books 
are  resold.  Profits  support  San  Francisco  libraries. 


Community  Computer  Center  (415)  822-4144 
Refurbishes  used  computers  through  a  youth  training  program 
and  redistributes  them  to  schools  and  homes  in  the  Bayview. 


fcm  (415)647-1746 

The  Scroungers’  Center  for  Reusable  Art  Parts  collects 
unwanted  materials  such  as  textiles,  paper,  art  supplies, 
decoration  and  other  reusable  waste  materials  and  makes 
them  available  to  art  teachers  and  educational  groups. 


sfrecycles.org 
(415)  554-RECYde 


Need  more  reuse  information? 
Call  the  San  Francisco  Recycling 
Program  at  (415)  554-3400. 


High  academic  standards. 
Challenging  programs. 
Free  tuition. 

Meet  the  world  in  your  public  schools. 


Invest  in  your  children's  future. 

DON'T  WAIT  --  APPLY  NOW.  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District  is  now 
accepting  enrollment  applications  for  the  2001-2002  school  year. 

WHEN:  Apply  between  December  11,  2000,  and  February  2,  2001. 

WHERE:  Any  San  Francisco  public  school,  the  Chinese  Education  Center  at  657 
Merchant  St.,  George  Moscone  Elementary  School  at  2576  Harrison  St.,  the 
African  American  Family  and  Culture  Center  at  1551  Newcomb  St.,  or  the 
Educational  Placement  Center  at  555  Franklin  St.,  Room  100,  San  Francisco 

Stop  by  a  San  Francisco  public  school  for  a  tour. 

We  think  you  will  like  what  you  will  see. 

(415)  241-6085 


San  Francisco 
Public  Schools 
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comers  found  their  property  underwater 
within  days,  after  the  sand  gradually  broke 
through  the  peat  bog  and  sunk  beneath  the 
water.  Some  areas  of  South  of  Market 
where  these  original  water-lots  were  creat¬ 
ed  remain  problems  to  this  day;  the  build¬ 
ings  are  substandard  and  foundation  work 
has  never  been  adequate.  Some  buildings 
continue  to  settle  and  subside  into  the  soft 
soil  beneath  them.  (Check  out  the  garage 
door  next  door  to  Rainbow  Grocery’s 
Folsom  St  entrance  near  Division.) 

Unstable  Infrastructure 

Brechin  is  particularly  concerned  about 
the  infrastructure  of  the  City  when  unsta¬ 
ble  areas  are  pushed  to  their  buildable  lim¬ 
its  with  new  construction  Many  individu¬ 
als  have  complained  about  the  seismic 
instability  of  the  huge  new  live/work 
buildings  constructed  in  South  of  Market 
during  the  years  of  contentious  public 
hearings.  But  Brechin  has  brought  more 
questions  to  light.  “What  people  don’t 
realize  about  the  devastating  1906  earth¬ 
quake  is  that  it  was  the  inability  to  fight  the 
fires  that  destroyed  the  City,  not  the  earth¬ 
quake  itself.  The  underground  water  mains 
failed  in  concentrated  areas  of  South  of 
Market  and  the  Mission”  (See  map  on 
page  5) 

According  to  Beverly  Hennesy  of  the 
SF  Public  Utilities  Commission  (SFPUC), 
San  Francisco  has  recently  undertaken  a 
massive  capital  infrastructure  upgrade, 
which  could  total  $3.5  billion  over  the  next 
15  years.  As  part  of  a  comprehensive 
Facilities  Reliability  Study  by  the  SFPUC, 
they  simulated  a  seismic  event  (a  7.9 
quake  on  the  San  Andreas  Fault  some¬ 
where  along  the  Peninsula)  and  found  that 
our  regional  water  supply  would  be 
unavailable  within  hours  of  the  earthquake 
and  not  restored  for  20-30  days  thereafter. 

With  funds  from  Water  Bonds 
approved  in  1997  they  are  now,  among 
other  things,  replacing  brittle  underground 
water  pipes  susceptible  to  rupture.  They 
are  also  rehabilitating  City  reservoirs, 
many  of  which  are  60-100  years  old  and 
built  to  less  rigorous  standards.  To 
increase  storage  capacity  and  supply,  they 
also  plan  to  create  a  new  reservoir  for  the 
eastern  side  of  the  City  and  downtown. 
Where  does  the  Mission  fit  into  their 
plans?  “The  senior  levels  of  our  planning 
group  are  still  in  the  process  of  prioritizing 
the  work  that  gets  done,”  said  Hennesy. 

Broken  Water  Mains 

In  the  area  of  the  broken  water  mains 
along  Mission  Creek  indicated  on  the  map, 
there  have  been  only  a  few  new  buildings 
constructed  and  many  more  have  been 
substantially  reconditioned.  The  general 
area  from  17th  and  18th  Streets  and 
Mission  to  Harrison  would  appear  particu¬ 
larly  vulnerable  from  this  map,  and  should 
be  subject  to  careful  planning  for  future 
land  use  and  improvements. 

Recent  large  scale  rehabilitations 
within  this  area  include:  Green  Glen  Linen 
by  SKS  investments.  Allied  Box  Factory, 
Mark  Ross  Building  at  19th  and  Harrison 
also  by  SKS  (listed  for  sale),  Lili  Ann  at 
16th  and  Harrison,  and  the  new  John 
O’Connell  High  School.  New  loft  build¬ 
ings  were  constructed  between  17th  and 
18th  along  Harrison,  plus  a  couple  of  small 
buildings  on  Folsom  and  South  Van  Ness 
are  within  the  highlighted  area.  One  big 
site  that  still  needs  a  major  seismic 
upgrade  or  replacement  is  the  long  indus¬ 
trial  complex  on  the  west  side  of  Folsom 
between  17th  and  18th,  which  was  heavily 
damaged  in  1989.  The  proposed  new  uses 
have  been  controversial. 

In  many  of  the  early  public  hearings 
about  loft  development,  the  question  of 
whether  to  encourage  so  many  new  build¬ 
ings  on  the  unstable  soils  of  South  of 
Market  was  raised  over  and  over  again 


Since  driving  concrete  foundation  pilings 
through  soft  mud  all  the  way  to  bedrock 
was  determined  by  the  developers  not  to 
be  cost  effective  when  bedrock  can  be  100 
feet  deep,  a  new  foundation  system  was 
developed  and  is  now  used  routinely  in 
these  areas.  These  new  “mat  foundations” 
are  essentially  floating  concrete  slabs,  typ¬ 
ically  about  3  feet  thick. 

Debra  Walker,  SF  Building  Inspection 
Commissioner,  expressed  concern  about 
the  warnings  made  in  many  of  the  engi¬ 
neering  soil  reports  which  state  (for  exam¬ 
ple,  from  the  loft  buildings  on  Harrison 
Street  between  17th  and  18th  Streets)  that 
“the  buildings  will  be  subject  to  differen¬ 
tial  settlement”.  In  other  words,  while  the 
buildings  themselves  should  hold  together 
fine,  they  may  settle  or  tilt  over  time  with 
repeated  earthquakes  and  the  gradual  shift¬ 
ing  and  settling  of  the  substrate. 

The  Building  Inspection  Department 
for  San  Francisco  maintains  that  new 
buildings  are  safer  than  ever.  “We  have 
learned  a  lot  in  the  last  few  years  from 
recent  earthquakes  in  other  cities,  and  it  is 
important  to  upgrade  and/or  replace  the 
older  buildings  in  these  liquefaction  zones 
where  they  are  often  unsafe.” 

Catherine  Bauman,  a  senior  planner  in 
the  Long-Range  Planning  Group  of  the 
Planning  Department,  also  maintains  that 
“encouraging  development  in  the  soft  soil 
areas  of  the  City  serves  to  improve  the 
seismic  safety  of  the  areas.  To  restrict 
development  and  discourage  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  deteriorated  buildings,  be 
they  smaller  and  less  dense,  does  not 
enhance  or  preserve  seismic  safety.” 

Emergency  Personel 

Accelerated  growth  and  development 
without  adequate  transportation  improve¬ 
ments  can  lead  to  serious  environmental 
problems — like  the  traffic  congestion  and 
air  pollution  we  are  all  familiar  with.  And 
in  an  emergency  situation,  it  could  also  be 
very  debilitating  if  people  were  to  become 
stranded  far  away  from  home  for  an 
extended  period  of  time.  The  rapid  real 
estate  development  currendy  underway  in 
this  immediate  area  is  not  accompanied  by 
adequate  transportation  improvements  to 
accommodate  the  increased  population, 
especially  as  residential  development 
sprawls  further  and  further  from  the  job 
centers.  “Damaged  streets  will  be  difficult 
to  move  fire  tracks  through,  yet  they  keep 
increasing  the  construction  in  these  land¬ 
fill  areas,”  says  Brechin. 

Another  concern  expressed  by 
Brechin  is  the  increasing  cost  of  real  estate 
in  San  Francisco,  which  prevents  many  of 
our  public  emergency  personnel  from  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  City  or  in  close  proximity. 
“There  are  fewer  firemen  on  staff  today 
than  there  were  in  the  1906  earthquake,” 
claims  Brechin  “and  our  hospitals  are  all 
operating  beyond  capacity,  such  that  they 
cannot  handle  a  large  scale  emer¬ 
gency. ..We  do  have  a  salt  water  cistern 
system  that  we  did  not  have  in  1906  to 
fight  fires,  but  it  didn’t  work  in  1989  and  I 
am  not  sure  why... Preparedness  is  the 
question.  I  moved  away  from  San 
Francisco  because  I  don’t  want  to  be  there 
when  the  big  one  hits,”  said  Brechin. 

Is  the  Mission  getting  our  fair  share  of 
infrastructure  upgrades  to  accommodate 
the  increased  density  and  congestion  in  our 
neighborhood?  Where  will  the  big  invest¬ 
ments  in  our  fundamental  infrastructures 
be  made?  We  know  a  huge  percentage  is 
going  into  Mission  Bay  where  the  big  cats 
have  their  money  invested  with  Catellus, 
just  as  Brechin’s  thesis  would  predict 

Research  for  this  article  was  provided  by 
Arthur  Hudson 
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“ Black  Dots:  show  Main  pipes  in 
street,  in  and  closely  adjoining  the  burnt 
district,  which  were  broken  by  the  earth¬ 
quake  of  April  18.  Numerical  Figures 
inside  each  Block  show  the  number  of 
House-Supply  pipes  turned  off  by  the 


Map  created  after  the  1 906  earthquake 
showing  the  locations  of  broken  water 
mains  South  of  Market  and  in  the 
U  Northeast  Mission.  Heavily  damaged 
areas  are  concentrated  in  the  low-lying 
areas  along  the  old  Mission  Creek  (18th 
Street)  and  Hayes  Valley  Creek  where  it 
drained  into  Mission  Bay  south  of  Market 
and  just  east  of  the  old  City  Hall. 

"Proposed  Salt-Water  Fire  Protection 
System;  this  map  shows  by  (tfoence  of 
breaks:  the  streets  that  may  be  safely 
selected,  and  by  presence  of  groups  of 
breaks:  the  streets  that  should  be  avoided 
in  constructing  the  Main  Arteries  of  the 
Salt-Water  Distributing  Pipe  System.  ” 
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Queer  Trips 

Low-budget  travel . for 

the  l-g-b-t  community  and  their  friends 


-  Lake  Tahoe  Ski  Weekend 

^69  Jan.  19-21 

-  Bear  Valley  Ski  Weekend 

'  Feb-  17&18 

-  Harbin  Hot  Springs  &  Winetasting 

gg  Sun.  Mar.  1 8 

-  Big  Sur  /  Monterey  Weekend 

Apr.  14&15 

-  Stanislaus  River  Rafting  &  picnic 

-£9  Sun.  May  20 


Luxury  touring  van 
Small  groups  (6-12) 
Budget  prices 


Find  out  more  at: 

Sjvantours.com 

Or  call  Phil  @(415)  587-1053 


City  College  Community  Meeting  Regarding 
Expansion  of  Mission  District  Campus 

City  College  will  sponsor  a  community  meeting  to  discuss  the  proposed 
expansion  of  its  Mission  District  Campus.  The  meeting  will  be  held  on 
January  10,  6:30  p.m.-8  p.m.  at  Horace  Mann  3351  23rd  Street.  The 
proposed  site  of  the  new  campus  is  the  New  Mission  Theater  at  2550 
Mission  St.  The  new  Mission  campus  will  consolidate  three  leased 
campus  sites  currently  used  by  the  District.  Project  architects  and 
representatives  form  City  College  will  be  on  hand  to  answer  questions. 
The  meeting  is  open  to  the  public. 

For  more  information  contact  Carlota  Del  Portillo,  Dean  of  the  Mission 
Campus  (41 5)-550-4384 
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Dotterdammerung 

tive.  In  subordinate  roles,  a  spineless  plan¬ 
ning  commission  and  monkey-house 
board  of  superv  isors  vied  with  each  other 
to  see  which  public  body  would  show 
itself  to  be  the  most  slav  ish  in  carrying  out 
the  wishes  of  big-money  developers. 

In  June,  the  approval  of  Biyant 
Square — a  massive  office  complex  at  20th 
and  Biyant  in  the  middle  of  a  residential 
area — galvanized  a  grassroots  revolt  and 
the  emergence  of  the  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition  (MAC)  as  the 

major  force  of  opposition  in  the  Mission 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  The  City.  MAC 
produced  hundreds  of  people  at  planning 
commission  and  Supervisor  meetings, 
where  they  were  met  with  both  physical 
intimidation  and  procedural  changes 
intended  to  minimize  the  exercise  of  free 
speech. 

Throughout  the  summer  they  lost 
every  vote,  but  in  doing  so  exposed  over 
and  over  again  the  arbitrariness  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  and  the  venality  of  its  toady  officials, 
revelations  that  would  still  be  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  the  voters  when  they  chose  a  new 
and  districtly  elected  board  of  supervisors 
in  November. 

Money  to  bum 

Meanwhile,  the  venture-capital  fuel  for  the 
dot-conomy  began  to  bum  up,  as  the  dot¬ 
com-dominated  NASDAQ  market  tum¬ 
bled  downward  in  what  would  eventually 
be  a  $3  trillion  (that’s  trillion  with  a  “t”) 
loss.  What  had  looked  inevitable  in  the 
spring  was  showing  itself  to  be  mere  effer¬ 
vescence  in  the  fall.  Had  somebody'  put 
something  in  our  water  supply?  If  so,  it 
was  wearing  off  just  at  the  time  when 
those  who  had  played  human  doormat  for 


Continued  from  Page  1 

the  office  and  loft  gang  and  dismissed  the 
eviction  of  every  working  class  family  as 
an  the  unavoidable  cost  of  progress,  were 
going  to  have  to  find  a  district  in  The  City 
where  the  voters  didn’t  want  to  boil  them 
in  oil. 

Growth-control  and  tenant  groups  got 
Propositions  H  (landlord  cost  pass¬ 
throughs),  L  (offrce/loft  moratorium),  and 
N  (condo-conversion  limits)  on  the  ballot. 
Mayor  Brown  put  Proposition  K,  a  fake 
development-control  measure  on  the  bal¬ 
lot,  and  began  to  endorse  his  ow  n  slate  of 
supervisor  candidates,  some  of  whom 
were  none  too  comfortable  with  the  may- 
oral  blessing.  The  first  round  was  mixed: 
Prop.  L  lost  narrowly,  Prop.  K  lost  big 
time,  N  lost  and  H  wore  Most  of  the 
mayor’s  candidates  did  pooriy  but  made 
the  runoff. 

By  December  there  was  blood  in  the 
scuppers.  A  trickle  of  dot-com  layoffs 
turned  into  a  torrent  Tech  company  work¬ 
ers  saw  their  paper  millions  evaporate  as 
the  NASDAQ  continued  to  bleed  out. 
Suddenly,  they  realized  they  were  working 
eighty -hour  weeks  for  lousy  pay  and  with 
no  health  plans  (except  to  stay  healthy). 

The  “o”  word  (“organize”)  an(j  “u” 

word  (“union”)  were  spoken  aloud.  And 
there  were  ominous  rumbles  from 
Valencia  Street’s  gourmet  gulch,  where 
Pinxto’s,  a  nationally -praised  new-econo- 
my  eatery  into  which  the  owners  had  sunk 
$750,000,  went  belly-up. 

Bng.com  B  &  B 

Some  of  the  rouge  companies  just  got 
bolder.  Zing.com  converted  a  48-unit 
“live-work”  building  at  17th  and  Bryant  to 
office  space,  thereby  dodging  over  half  a 
million  dollars  in  fees  that  would  have 


gone  to  affordable  housing  and  childcare. 
As  usual,  the  planning  department  staff 
looked  on  with  feigned  helplessness,  as  if 
this  were  happening  on  Mars  and  not  a  few 
blocks  from  their  offices.  But  this  time 
there  was  an  organized  response  from  the 
community.  On  December  7,  one  hundred 
members  of  MAC  surrounded  the  build¬ 
ing,  blocking  every  doorway  with  bodies 
and  the  comforts  of  home:  mattresses,  TV 
sets,  lamps  and  toilets — a  civilly-disobedi- 
ent  reconversion  of  the  building  to  its  legal 
residential  use.  Among  the  speakers  were 
representatives  from  the  nearby  Day 
Laborers  Program  who  were  understand¬ 
ably  outraged  that,  while  their  10-year 
search  for  a  building  had  hit  a  brick  wall, 
Zing.com  just  came  along  and  grabbed 
whatever  it  wanted. 

Supervisor  candidate  Chris  Daly  was 
on  hand,  as  he  had  been  for  nearly  every 
MAC  demo  of  the  last  year.  This  time, 
Daly  was  conferring  with  his  campaign 
manager,  Richard  Marquez,  who  was 
sprawled  across  a  sofa  blocking  one  of  the 
Zingster  doorways.  The  election  was  less 
than  a  week  away,  but  Marquez  insisted  he 
wasn’t  leaving  “until  they  serve  me  break¬ 
fast.”  (Despite  this  laid-back  end  game, 
Daly  got  81%  of  the  vote  in  District  6.) 

On  the  roof,  smirky  Zing  dudes 
smoked  cigarettes  and  snapped  photos  of 
Food  Not  Bombs  serving  lunch  down 
below.  It  seemed  like  a  big  joke  (a  zinger) 
to  them,  but  the  amusement  value  must 
have  worn  thin  when  they  realized  they 
couldn’t  get  out  of  the  building.  So  they 
had  the  cops  arrest  the  doorway  merry¬ 
makers  and  remove  the  home  furnishings. 

A  working  conditions  upgrade 

The  following  day  at  16th  and  Mission, 
angry  dot-com  proles  and  Walter  Johnson 


of  the  Central  Labor  Council  rallied  with 
over  one  hundred  supporters  in  front  of  the 
offices  of  etown.com.  Former  employees 
claimed  they  had  been  fired  for  union- 
organizing  but,  nonetheless,  70%  of  the 
employees  of  etown’s  customer  service 
department  filed  with  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  for  a  unionization  elec¬ 
tion,  the  first  dot-com  to  do  so.  “We’re 
going  to  make  sure  this  is  our  and  not 
etown,”  Johnson  bellowed.  “There’s  other 
ones  [dot-coms]  that  are  hiding  out.  This  is 
just  a  launching  pad,”  Johnson  added. 
Words  to  chill  the  dot-bosses’  souls. 

Chas  Roman,  an  etown  employee 
fired  after  staging  a  sick-out,  ridiculed 
etown’s  so  called  “open-door  policy”  for 
employee  grievances:  “It’s  mbbish!  We 
went  in  through  the  open  door  and  came 
out  with  nothing  but  lies,  lies,  lies.”  On  top 
all  this,  if  etown’s  expansion  plans  go 
through,  the  nonprofit  Global  Exchange, 
which  has  office  space  in  the  same  build¬ 
ing,  will  be  forced  out 

On  December  12,  the  voters  rejected 
all  the  unlimited-development  supervisor 
candidates  backed  by  Willie  Brown,  creat¬ 
ing  what  looks  to  be  a  veto-proof  board— 
unless  progressive  infighting  rears  its  ugly 
head.  For  the  time  being,  political  support 
for  dot-com  expansion  into  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods  is  gone. 

Of  course  not  everybody  was  satis¬ 
fied.  The  New  Mission  News  received  a 
poem/communique  from  the  Army  of  the 
Working  Poor  with  the  catchy  title  “On  the 
Night  of  December  13  We  broke  the 
Windows  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate.”  It  reads 
in  part:  “We  tried  reasoning  and  under¬ 
standing,  we  tried  the  streets  and  the  plan¬ 
ning  commission,  and  we  tried  the  ballot 
box,  now  we  try  bricks  and  the  cover  of 
fog.  /What  we  try  next  is  up  to  you,  we 
have  our  eye  on  escalation. "  (Italics  theirs) 

The  next  dot-com  company  to  bite  the 
bullet  was  Bigstep.com,  whose  move  into 
the  Bayview  Bank  Building  at  22nd  and 
Mission  had  displaced  dozens  of  small 
businesses  and  nonprofits  and  sparked  a 
sit-in  by  MAC  in  September.  A  week 
before  Christmas,  Bigstep  laid  off  25%  of 
its  employees.  An  incoherently  worded 
document,  supposedly  the  termination 
notice  sent  to  Bigstep  employees,  was 
posted  on  the  website  of  the  notorious 
www.fuckedcompany.com.  Hundreds  of 
response  postings  poured  in  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  new  economy  ranging  in  con¬ 
tent  from  the  faults  of  Bigstep’s  business 
plan  to  the  sexual  proclivities  of  its 
founders.  At  the  turn  of  the  millennium 
they  were  turning  on  themselves. 

The  San  Carlos  Street  microcosm 

I  live  on  a  block  my  neighbors  and  I  share 
with  a  rotating  band  of  a  bout  a  dozen 
homeless,  and  a  street  gang  whose  num¬ 
bers  vary  due  to  incarcerations  and  drive- 
bys.  In  the  first  half  of  the  year,  two  neigh¬ 
bors  got  eased  out  via  the  Ellis  Act  and  six 
people  across  the  street  got  moved  out 
when  the  owner’s  filmmaker  son  took  over 


In  2000  MAC  put  the  action  back  in  activism.  Photo  by  Tom  Wetzel 
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their  flat  (he  immediately  rented  out  rooms 
at  a  higher  price). 

Next  door  to  me,  Jimmy  and  Ivy 
fought  a  protracted  battle  against  an  owner 
move-ia  One  night,  while  they  were 
videotaping  the  owner  in  what  they  con¬ 
sidered  illegal  acts,  he  punched  one  of 
their  roommates.  No  charges  were  pressed, 
but  the  cops  came  and  gave  him  a  long 
talking-to  about  just  how  much  trouble  he 
would  be  in  if  they  had  to  come  back  and 
deal  with  his  nonsense  again.  Eventually 
he  got  Jimmy  and  Ivy  out,  but  they  just 
moved  into  the  next  flat  down  and  hit  him 
with  a  wrongful-eviction  suit.  This  situa¬ 
tion  so  appalled  their  former  landlord  that 
he  abandoned  plans  to  live  in  the  now 
empty  building.  Homeless  people  in 
makeshift  cardboard  shelters  quickly 
occupied  the  stoop  and  the  driveway.  It 
was  chaos,  depressing  chaos. 

In  April  Juanita  Rieloff,  a  fiery 
Chilean  political  activist,  lost  her  long 
straggle  with  cancer.  Friends  and  family 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  strong  marched 
down  Mission  Street  from  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  to  Pacific  Interment 
Services  at  17th  and  Folsom,  stopping 
briefly  in  front  of  Promotoras  Latinas 
Comuni tarias  de  Salud  at  Clarion  and 
Mission,  one  of  the  many  organizations 
she  founded  over  the  years.  She  had  spent 
her  last  years  there  providing  shelter  and 
assistance  to  the  homeless.  Of  course, 
instead  of  helping  her,  the  City  only  gave 
her  grief.  When  she  bought  an  old  church 
pew  at  a  garage  sale  and  set  it  out  in  front 
for  the  street  people  to  sit  on,  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  just  broke  it 
up  and  hauled  it  away. 

It  was  said  Juanita  hadn’t  missed  a 
demonstration  in  30  years.  Juanita’s  niece 
Paula,  who  lives  on  my  block,  told  me  that 
in  the  80’s  Juanita  founded  Ninos  Lindos, 
a  childcare  center.  Parents  who  considered 
themselves  progressive  eagerly  enrolled 
their  kids.  The  depth  of  their  progressive¬ 
ness  was  put  to  the  test  when  Juanita  and 
the  toddlers  showed  up  from  time  to  time 
on  the  six  o’clock  news  denouncing 
Pinochet  in  front  of  the  Chilean  Embassy 
or  calling  for  a  boycott  of  South  Africa. 
There  were  a  lot  of  stories  like  that  about 
Juanita. 

I  hoped  her  passing  at  a  time  the  jack¬ 
als  were  in  the  process  of  devouring  the 
Mission  was  not  some  kind  a  milestone.  I 
tried  not  to  think  in  metaphors.  Then  the 
Kibu  guys  moved  onto  the  block. 
Kibu.com  was  set  up  to  be  something  anal¬ 
ogous  to  TigerBeat  magazine —  designed 
for  trendy,  fashion-conscious  teens,  an 
entertainment  site  with  a  heavy  merchan¬ 
dising  component.  To  work  the  hustle, 
Kibu  paid  hunky-looking  guys  or  “faces” 
in  the  $100,000  range  to  be  online  person¬ 
alities:  role  models  for  teen  boys,  fantasy 
objects  for  teen  girls. 


When  a  two-bedroom  place  became 
available  on  our  block,  two  brothers  hired 
as  Kibu  faces  found  the  $2000  rent  less 
painful  than  most  of  us  yokels.  For  me  the 
whole  Kibu  concept  was  so  idiotic  on  so 
many  levels  that  I  developed  a  supersti¬ 
tious  dread  of  passing  their  flat,  as  if  the 
inanity  were  somehow  contagious.  I  didn’t 
hate  the  face  brothers,  but  just  knowing 
they  were  there,  that  we  were  up  to  our 
chins  in  a  rising  tide  of  bullshit,  depressed 
me  enormously. 

Dot's  all  folks 

Then  one  day  in  November  I  came  home 
and  found  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  my 
house  littered  with  Kibu  promotional 
detritus — mounds  and  mounds  of  flyers, 
stickers  and  gimcrackery.  Kibu’s 
investors,  who  I  later  found  out  had  ponied 
up  $7.2  million,  had  pulled  the  plug  and 
the  faces  had  fled.  One  of  our  less  tidy 
homeless  people  had  rifled  through  their 
leavings  in  search  of  something  edible  or 
saleable,  leaving  little  pieces  of  Kibu  all 
up  and  down  the  street.  In  front  of  the  for¬ 
mer  face-brother  homestead,  two  big 
photo  posters  of  the  former  teen  heart 
throbs  had  blown  into  the  street,  which 
was  still  damp  from  the  morning’s  rain, 
and  stuck  there.  The  local  kids  playing 
soccer  heedlessly  ground  the  images  of  the 
faces,  the  product  no  doubt  of  a  very 
expensive  photo  session,  into  a  gray  mush. 
I  watched  them  until  my  eyes  started  to  go 
out  of  focus  aixl  then  cleaned  up  the  mess 
in  front  of  my  house. 

About  a  week  later,  Juanita’s  daughter 
Lisa  called  me  up  and  reminded  me  I  had 
offered  to  store  the  videos,  posters  and 


The  procession  in  honor  of  Juanita  Rieloff 

other  historically  important  items  her 
mother  collected  and  created  during  a  very 
long  life  of  protest  and  organizing.  The 
landlord  was  on  the  verge  of  reclaiming 
the  Clarion  Alley  place  and,  since  Lisa 
was  leaving  for  Chile  in  a  few  days,  we 
had  to  move  the  stuff  out  that  very 
evening.  When  we  got  over  there,  the 
street  scene,  as  it  does  on  that  particular 
stretch  of  Mission,  had  already  taken  on  an 
after-surelown  creepiness.  Each  time  we 
loaded  up  the  small  hand  truck  and  moved 
it  out  to  the  car,  the  winos  demanded  jack¬ 
ets  and  shirts.  Lisa  gave  them  what  there 
was  -“US  Out  of  El  Salvador”  T-shirts  that 
fit  Juanita’s  tiny  frame  but  were  much  too 
small  for  these  reeling  inebriates,  who 
were  fortunately  too  out  of  it  to  notice. 
How  had  Juanita  dealt  with  all  this  for  so 
long  ? 


We  found  a  spot  for  the  suitcases  and 
tranks  in  my  basement  and  Lisa  promised 
to  deal  with  distribution  when  she  returned 
from  Chile.  I  took  no  small  pleasure  in  the 
fact  that  we  had  rescued  this  luggage 
packed  with  insurrection.  Members  of  a 
new  generation  would  find  inspiration 
therein  to  picket  slumlords,  stop  troop 
trains,  chain  themselves  to  embassy  gates, 
and  generally  perpetrate  the  same  type  of 
inspired  troublemaking  Juanita  had  devot¬ 
ed  herself  to.  The  Kibu  guys,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  just  gray  mush.  Life  was  look¬ 
ing  good. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  I  encoun¬ 
tered  Jimmy  in  front  of  his  old  digs  watch¬ 
ing  some  workmen  inside.  “What  are  they 
doing?”  I  asked.  “Fixing  up  my  future 
home,”  he  said  and  we  both  laughed. 
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ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

,  904  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Tues.-Sun.  11-7pm,  Fri.-Sat.  12-Spm 
Telephone;  (415)  642-3939 
email:  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 


Start  out  this  New  Year  with  a 

2661  jttiUujMf  Xtoot  l\eM)inej 

Que  sera,  sera  -  Choose  your  "Milagro"  and  see 
what  your  future  may  hold  in  a  reading  by  Jeanie 

Saturday,  Jan.  6th  &  Jan.  13th,  2:30-4:30pm 

GALLERY  EXHIBITION  (Jan.  1-28) 

" Spirit  of  Oaxaca  " 

Oil  paintings  by  Lissa  Jones  &  Curtis  Fukada 


Booksigning  with  Cuban  novelist  Eviglio  Grillo 
Saturday,  Jan.  27,  2:30-4:30pm 

FEBRUARY:  Pre-Colombian  Replica  Exhibition,  "Love  Letter  Workshop 
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Feliz  An©  Nuevo 

y  H^ppy  NeW  Vedl^  V  f  Open  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 

t©  all  ©ur  friends  t  neighbors!  920  Valencia  @  20th  •  550-0444 
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3285  -21st  Street  @  Valencia 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  &  vegetarian, 
frier  &  onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1 1am  to  10  om 

•  •  •  •  285-5200 
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Tired  of  worrying  about 

your  Web  servers? 


Enjoy  a  good  night’s  sleep... 
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ServOn 

Managed  Web  Hosting 

415-553-6831 

www.servon.com 


Furor  over  cyclist's  killing 

Road  rage  is  blamed  for  the  death  of  Chris  Robertson 


By  Joe  Donohoe 

On  the  night  of  November  17th 
Chris  Robertson,  a  former  bike 
messenger  and  a  worker  at  the 
Rainbow  Foods  Cooperative,  was  killed 
when  an  18-wheel  tractor-trailer  rig  ran 
over  him  during  a  bicycle  funeral  proces¬ 
sion  on  4th  Street  near  China  Basin.  The 
driver,  Reuben  Espinosa,  was  taken  into 
police  custody  for  48  hours  and  released 
on  $15,000  bail.  In  the  wake  of  a  singu¬ 
larly  tragic  case  of  road  rage,  questions 
are  being  raised  about  the  city's  perceived 
indifference  to  the  safety  of  bicyclists. 
Questions  are  also  being  raised  concern¬ 
ing  whether  the  police  or  District 
Attorney's  Office  are  willing  to  do  their 
jobs  when  it  comes  to  conducting  a  thor¬ 
ough  investigation  of  a  potential  homicide 
when  the  victim  is  a  bicyclist  and  he  is 
killed  in  traffic. 

/ 

Robertson,  aged  32,  had  been  a  bike 
messenger  for  five  years.  He  started  work¬ 
ing  at  Rainbow  five  months  ago.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  San  Francisco  Bike  Coalition, 
he  had  been  a  regular  in  the  AlDs  Ride. 
His  friends  described  him  as  "uniquely 
kind"  and  "good  natured  and  intelligent". 

The  bike  procession  that  would  end 
with  Robertson's  death  consisted  of  20 
odd  bicyclists.  It  was  being  held  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  retired  bike  messenger  Joseph 
Woods,  shot  to  death  at  his  home  in 
Bernal  Heights  on  November  9th. 
According  to  Ron  Salkin,  a  bike  messen¬ 
ger  who  was  participating  in  the  event,  it 
is  traditional  for  bike  messengers  to  con¬ 
duct  a  funeral  ride  from  South  Park  to 
China  Basin  whenever  one  of  their  own  is 
killed.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ride  a  cer¬ 
emony  is  held  at  an  undisclosed  location. 

A  portion  of  the  ride  takes  the  mourners 
down  Brannan  Street  to  4th  Street  where 
they  turn  en  masse  onto  the  4th  Street 
Bridge  and  continue  on  to  3rd  Street.  It 
was  on  this  section  of  the  route  that  the 
group  rode  in  front  of  the  Peteibilt  truck 
driven  by  Espinosa,  a  Casey  Movers 
employee.  According  to  one  witness,  this 
happened  in  front  of  the  Caltrain  Station. 
After  crossing  the  Islais  Creek  Bridge 
things  began  to  get  ugly. 

"The  bicycles  were  traveling  slowly”, 
said  Police  Inspector  Garret  Tom,  "about 
10  mph,  taking  up  the  two  lanes  of  the 
southbound  side  of  4th  Street.  The  driver 
started  getting  upset  and  started  leaning 
on  his  horn.  At  one  point  he  threw  a  wood 
wheel  block  at  the  bicyclists  and  missed. 
The  bikes  started  veering  back  and  forth. 
Two  bicyclists  rode  into  the  northbound 
lane.  The  driver  moved  into  that  lane  and 
ran  over  Chris  who  was  one  of  the  two 
riders  in  the  northbound  lane  and  dragged 
him  about  50  feet  before  stopping." 

Tom  said  that  although  Espinosa  was 
arrested,  more  evidence  would  have  been 
needed  to  hold  him.  Tom  also  said  that  it 
was  not  the  responsibility  of  the  SF  Police 
Department  to  determine  whether  or  not  a 
crime  had  been  committed,  that  this  was 
the  responsibility  of  the  district  attorney. 
All  the  police  can  do  is  gather  evidence  to 
submit  to  the  DA  who  in  turn  will  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  incident  can  be  prose¬ 
cuted  as  a  criminal  case. 

Eyewitness  accounts 

Different  witnesses  have  their  own 
accounts  of  what  they  remember  happen¬ 
ing.  Bok  Choy  Mathewson,  a  messenger 
who  was  in  front  of  the  procession  when 
Robertson  was  run  over,  wrote  in  a  state¬ 
ment,  "[I]  heard  him  [Espinosa]  accelerate 


to  cross  the  double  yellow  line,  go  into 
oncoming  traffic  and  pass  us.  I  heard  a 
crunching  sound  (Chris'  bike)  and  a  bunch 
of  yelling.”  Matewson  told  the  New 
Mission  News,  “He  threw  a  wooden  block 
at  the  group,  so  his  intention  of  doing  bod¬ 
ily  harm  is  quite  obvious." 

Ron  Salkin  was  riding  about  30  feet 
ahead  of  Robertson.  He  said  he  hadn't 
noticed  anything  out  of  the  ordinary  until 
after  crossing  the  bridge  at  which  time 
Espinosa  began  honking.  Salkin  said  that 
he  had  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  road  to 
see  what  was  going  on  and  saw  the  truck 
swerving.  "Chris  was  in  the  southbound 
lane.  I  didn't  see  the  driver  throw  the 
block  of  wood,  but  I  saw  it  flying  through 
the  air.  The  driver  then  turned  his  tire  into 
Chris." 

Thomas  Miller  was  at  the  rear  of  the 
group.  He  saw  the  driver  throw  the  block 
of  wood  and  stopped  to  pick  it  up.  He  then 
saw  the  truck  make  a  sudden  movement 
and  Robertson  exit  the  vehicle's  under¬ 
side.  When  the  truck  stopped.  Miller  said 
he  ran  up  to  the  cab.  "I  opened  the  driver's 
door  and  asked  him  why  he  threw  the 
block  of  wood.  [Espinosa]  said,  because 
he  was  in  the  way.'"  Miller  said  that  the 
mood  of  some  of  the  bicyclists  was  ugly 
and  so  he  slammed  the  door  and  kept 
angry  bicyclists  away  until  the  police 
came.  Miller,  who  described  himself  as  an 
acquaintance  of  Robertson,  said  that  he 
thought  the  incident  was  "road  rage". 

Witnesses  said  that  the  driver  was 
"snide  and  cavalier"  after  running  over 
Robertson.  When  the  ambulance  arrived 
Robertson  was  taken  to  SF  General  where 
he  was  pronounced  dead  later  that 
evening.  A  number  of  the  procession 
stuck  around  to  be  interviewed  by  police, 
while  some  rode  on  to  their  destination 
and  a  few  went  to  the  hospital. 

Cyclists  call  it  murder 

Almost  immediately  there  was  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  with  the  police  response.  According 
to  Salkin,  "It  seemed  like  they  sent  the 
wrong  type  of  officers  to  the  location. 
Uniformed  cops.  The  officers  seemed 
young  and  inexperienced." 

About  200  bike  activists  protested 
Espinosa's  discharge  from  jail  on 
December  1st  at  the  Hall  of  Justice.  They 
demanded  a  serious  investigation  and/or 
prosecution  of  what  many  of  them  see  as 
murder.  District  Attorney  Terence 
Hallinan  met  with  some  of  the  protestors 
and  agreed  to  look  further  into  the  issue. 
At  press  time  investigators  from  his  office 
continued  to  interview  and  examine  the 
physical  evidence. 

Assistant  District  Attorney  Murlene 
Randall,  of  the  Homicide  Division,  is  con¬ 
ducting  the  District  Attorney's  Office's 
continuing  criminal  investigation.  "We're 
trying  to  physically  reconstruct  what  hap¬ 
pened  although  there  is  no  case  pending," 
said  Randall.  "The  driver  was  discharged 
from  custody,  but  that  is  not  the  same 
thing  as  dismissal.  We  don't  want  to  rush 
to  judgment  since  if  we  press  any  charges 
they  would  have  to  be  appropriate." 

Paul  Cummins,  head  of  the  DA's 
Criminal  Division  stated  that  toxicology 
reports  on  both  the  victim  and  the  driver 
and  the  results  of  accident  reconstruction 
will  be  forthcoming.  "Charges,  if  there  are 
any,  will  be  based  on  whatever  facts  are 
found.  This  could  be  anything  from  an 
accident  to  vehicular  manslaughter  all  the 
way  up  to  homicide.  There's  a  lot  of  pub- 
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Chris  Robertson  is  shown  here  at  a  July  1998  memorial  service  for  a  bicyclist  killed  by  a  bus  at 
24lh  and  Valencia.  Commenting  at  the  time  (conectly  it  turned  out)  on  what  the  impact  of  this 
incident  would  be  he  said,  “My  guess  is  it  will  drop  out  of  sight.  The  City  of  San  Francisco  is  just 
not  very  bicycle  friendly  and  one  of  the  symptoms  of  this  is  the  bicyclist  dies  and  nobody  pays 
attention.’  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson. 
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"Out  of  thirty  new  cameras  they've 
put  up  to  make  sure  that  people  don't  run 
red  lights  they've  ignored  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  intersection  in  the  city-Third  and 
Market",  said  Salkia  "They're  just  not 
doing  anything  right."  Salkin  said  that 
Third  and  Market  is  the  most  deadly  inter¬ 
section  that  he  has  to  encounter  on  a  daily 
basis  as  a  bike  messenger. 

Whether  or  not  Robertson  was  mur¬ 
dered  has  yet  to  be  determined. 
Regardless,  what  his  death  emphasizes  is 
the  increasingly  tense  climate  of  San 
Francisco's  streets.  Rush  hour  lasts  longer, 
gridlock  encompasses  more  intersections 
than  in  the  past,  drivers  are  becoming 
ruder.  Is  this  a  possible  effect  of  over¬ 


lie  interest  in  this  case."  Cummins  said 
that  he  had  met  with  Robertson's  family 
and  that  the  District  Attorney's  Office  is 
taking  this  investigation  very  seriously. 

Eric  Murphy,  an  attorney  and  friend 
of  Robertson,  stated,  "The  general  con¬ 
sensus  is  that  this  is  a  pretty  prosecutable 
case."  Murphy's  roll  in  the  investigation 
consists  of  "making  sure  the  DA's  Office 
is  doing  their  job  properly,  that  they  just 
don't  throw  up  their  hands."  He  has  been 
following  up  with  witnesses  and  making 
sure  that  the  DA  gets  in  contact  with  them. 
Salkin  has  spoken  to  the  DA  and 
Mathewson  said  that  he  would  be  talking 
to  them.  Murphy  is  also  trying  to  start  a 
non-profit  organization  in  Robertson's 
name  to  encourage  motorist  to  be  aware  of 
the  rights  of  bicyclists  vis  a  vis  autos. 

Among  bike  messengers  and  riders 
there  is  a  feeling  that  the  city  is  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  the  safety  of  non-motorists 
that  use  its  roads.  "Thirty  deaths  last  year 
and  nothing's  being  done,"  stated  Bill 
Stender,  a  friend  of  Robertson's.  "This  is 
indicative  of  transportation  policy,  cars 
keep  pouring  into  the  city  and  nothing 
intelligent  is  being  done  about  it.11 


crowding  where  infrastructure  needs  are 
not  being  addressed?  As  the  city  once 
noted  for  its  tradition  of  bohemian  toler¬ 
ance  slips  ever  more  into  a  climate  of  con¬ 
frontation,  division  and  congestion,  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  only  in  more  of  a  hurry  than 
ever  before,  they  are  more  impatient. 
Overworked  and  over  packed  commuters 
are  on  the  verge  of  going  ballistic  as  is  just 
about  everyone  who  has  to  navigate  the 
streets.  Unless  something  is  done,  bike 
riders  -  the  people  who  contribute  the  least 
to  traffic  problems  (despite  the  monthly 
spectacle  of  Critical  Mass)  -  are  going  to 
be  the  ones  hurt  the  worst 
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AN  IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT  REGARDING  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

san  Francisco  ca  from  Code  Enforcement  Outreach  Program 

Protect  yourself  from  bad  weather 

Now  that  the  rain  and  cold  are  coming,  many  people  throughout  San  Francisco  have  problems  with  their 
heat  or  with  other  weather- related  conditions  in  their  rental  units.  You  should  know  that  tenants  have  the 
right  to  live  under  better  conditions. 

Your  property  owner  is  responsible  for  providing  heat,  insulation  for  the  walls  and  windows  and  effective 
and  adequate  protection  in  the  roof  to  combat  cold  and  rain. 

If  you  have  mold,  mildew  or  leaks,  your  landlord  has  to  make  repairs  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  you  aren't  currently  receiving  these  or  other  housing  services  and  you  want  assistance 
obtaining  repairs  in  your  apartment,  contact  one  of  the  agencies  below.  These  organizations 
can  help  you  learn  how  to  defend  yourself  from  a  landlord  who  does  not  keep  up  with  repairs. 

II  you  live  in  ihe  Mission  or  if  you  are 
a  monolingual  Spanish  speaker,  contact: 

Sr.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee 
474  Valencia  St.  (at  16th)  487-9203 
Spanish  speakers  available 

11  you  live  in  Chinatown,  contact: 

Chinatow  n  CDC 
1525  Grant  Avenue  984-1459 
Cantonese  and  Mandarin  speakers  available 

If  you  live  in  an  apartment  or  SRO  hotel  in 
the  Tenderloin  or  South  of  Market,  contact: 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic 
126  Hyde  St.  (at  Golden  Gate)  771-9850 
Vietnamese  speakers  available 

If  you  live  anywhere  else  in  the  city,  contact: 

Housing  Rights  Committee  of  S.F. 

427  So  .Van  Ness  Avc  (at  15th)  703-8644 

If  you  are  a  PROPERTY  OWNER  and  your  tenants  do  not  have  adequate 
heat,  you  are  responsible  for  addressing  this  problem  immediately. 

'  Make  sure  the  heat  is  on  and  the  pilot  light  is  lit. 

•  Respond  to  your  tenants'  notification  of  a  heating  problem  and  fix  it  within  48  hours. 

For  further  information,  assistance,  or  if  you  cannot  gain  entry  to  a  unit,  please  call  the 
San  Francisco  Apartment  Association  at  255-2288. 

Protejanse  contra  el  mal  tiempo 

Ahora  que  viene  la  lluvia  y  el  frio,  mucha  de  la  gente  de  la  Mision  sufre 
porque  los  duenos  no  mantienen  bien  sus  edificios.  Usted  debe  saber  que 
todos  los  inquilinos  tienen  derecho  a  vivir  en  mejores  condiciones. 

Los  propietarios  son  responsables  de  proveer  calefaccion  e  insulacion 
suficiente  y  proteccion  efectiva  y  adecuada  en  el  techo  en  contra  el  mal  tiempo. 

Si  no  recibe  esos  u  otros  servicios  requeridos  y  quiere  hacer  algo  para  que 
reparen  su  edificio,  el  Comite  de  Vivienda  San  Pedro  le  puede  asistir. 
Ayudamos  a  los  inquilinos  a  escribir  cartas  para  exigir  al  propietario 
que  haga  las  reparaciones  necesarias. 

Llamenos  hoy  para  hacer  una  cita. 

Comite  de  Vivienda  San  Pedro  415-487-9203 

474  Valencia  #156  (en  el  Centro  del  Pueblo  entre  la  15  y  la  16) 

Hores  de  consejeria:  Lunes  a  Viernes  1:00pm  a  4:30pm 
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Forget  about  the  homeless 
a  real  crisis  looms 


While  the  plight  of  the  homeless  is 
no  doubt  very  sad,  we  should 
take  comfort  in  the  knowledge 
that  most  of  them  did  not  have  to  fall  very 
far  before  they  landed  on  the  street. 
Typically,  they  came  from  nothing,  sub¬ 
sisted  even  at  the  best  of  times  on  the  kinds 
of  jobs  a  trained  monkey  could  perform, 
and — in  the  rare  cases  where  they  had  any 
ambition  at  all — aspired  to  little  more  than 
owning  a  used  Camaro  or  a  slightly  less 
leaky  mobile  home. 

And  so,  when  they  finally  succumbed 
to  their  fondness  for  hard  liquor,  their 
inability  to  pay  market  rents,  or  whatever 
other  failings  caused  them  to  end  up  as  the 
public-pooping,  shopping-cart  jockeys 
that  they  are  today,  it  was  a  matter  of  slip¬ 
ping  down  the  social  ladder  a  mere  rung  or 
two. 

Indeed,  it  is  probably  because  their 
current  destitution  represents  only  a  slight 
downturn  in  their  circumstances,  that  the 
bulk  of  them  seem  fairly  happy  with  their 
lot,  content  to  spend  their  days  guzzling 
their  bottles  of  Thunderbird  and  carousing 
on  the  sidewalk,  like  so  many  evil¬ 
smelling  Dionysuses. 


off  or  who  adhere  to  comic,  left-wing 
political  philosophies — to  make  a  public- 
spirited  New  Year’s  resolution:  next  time 
congress  passes  a  tax  cut  that  benefits  only 
the  top  one  percent,  resist  the  urge  to 
grouse  and  grumble,  and,  instead,  gra¬ 
ciously  accept  the  heavier  fiscal  burden 
which  will  now  fall  on  your  shoulders. 

Not  because  you  imagine  the  wealth 
thus  generated  will  somehow  trickle  down 
from  society’s  upper  echelons  to  people 
like  yourself — you  would  have  no  clue 
what  to  do  with  it  anyway — but  rather 
because,  somewhere  beneath  your  hard 
shell  of  socialistic  self-righteousness,  a 
soft  heart  still  beats:  a  capacity  for  com¬ 
passion,  which  will  strive  to  ensure  that 
the  day  never  comes  when  lack  of  funds 
forces  Nestor  to  fly  coach  or  Andrew  to 
auction  off  his  treasured  Nelson  Mandela 
commemorative  diamond  cuff  links  on 
eBay. 


Clearly  we  should  temper  our  com¬ 
passion  for  these  shelterless  scumbags 
with  the  realization  that  they  are  quite  used 
to  a  life  devoid  of  perks  and  comforts. 
But,  as  a  brutish  bear  market  mauls  stock 
valuations  and  savages  even  the  most 
high-performance  portfolio,  we  need  to 
wake  up  to  the  immense  human  tragedy 
that  threatens  to  befall  a  sector  of  our  soci¬ 
ety  much  more  vulnerable  to  a  recession 
than  the  homeless:  the  upper  classes. 

Unlike  your  average  wino,  our  at-risk 
elite  are  people  of  taste  and  sophistication, 
used  to  the  very  best  the  world  has  to  offer 
for  them,  a  sudden  lifestyle  downgrade 
could  be  nothing  short  of  devastating. 
Even  Bigstep.com  cofounder  Andrew 
Beebe  and  my  old  fraternity  brother  Nestor 
Makhno,  well-bred  young  men  whose  pro¬ 
gressive-chic  beliefs  have  at  times  caused 
them  to  rebel  against  their  aristocratic 
roots,  simply  cannot  live  without  the  little  , 
luxuries  appropriate  to  someone  of  then- 
social  standing. 


For  you  can  be  sure  that  when  Nestor 
flies  to  Europe  to  protest  globalist 
exploitation  and  an  oppressive  class  sys¬ 
tem,  he  won’t  be  rubbing  shoulders  with 
the  hoi  polloi  in  coach;  and,  you  would  be 
quite  mistaken  if  you  thought  that  young 
master  Andrew  slept  over  at  those  famed 
Dartmouth  anti-Apartheid  sit-ins  without 
first  packing  his  Armani  silk  pajamas,  his 
Tiffany  toothbrush  and  his  mink  Teddy 
bear. 

Hence,  although  Nestor,  Andrew  and 
other  people  of  means  will,  of  course, 
never  be  cast  out  on  the  street,  if  a  deepen¬ 
ing  recession  were  to  compel  them  to 
forego  the  privileges  to  which  they  are 
accustomed,  their  suffering  could  be 
almost  unbearable. 

And  so,  I  would  encourage  my  read¬ 
ers — even  those  of  you  who  are  less  well- 
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Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus 


n-coaz-, 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 


It's  after  1 1:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
a  French  Kiss? 


THAI -RIF IC  of  Mountain  View 

Proudly  announces  the  opening  of 

J  J  ThaiBistro 

1199  Valencia  @  23rd 

Open  11:30  am  -  10:30  pm  every  day 


Lunch  Specials  $  5.99 


Reservations  take-out 

Voice  :  41 5.826.1 1 99  orders  accepted 

Fax:  415.826.0314  wheel-chairs  accesible 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 

Maine. 


Remedies! 


/k 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 

www . bradcochair . com 
www . mainecoctage . com 
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VALENCIA  ST  MUSCLE 

"SFs  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym ” 


626-8560  OR  WWW.VALENCjASTREETM()SaE.CO^ 

OFFER  EXPIRES  2/1/01 
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Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  -friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
1210  Valencia  Street 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510)  841-8987 


(415)  974-8980 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


www.goodvibes.com 


I -800-BUY-VIBE 


Come  Dance  With  Us! 


Danceworkouts  at 


The  Women’s  Building 


3543  18th  St.  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero 

Tuesday  and  Thursday 

10:00am  6:00pm 

Saturdays 
10:00am  11:00am 

For  a  complete  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Cen¬ 
ter  schedule  please  call  415-621-0643  or  visit 

www.rhythmandmotion.com 
Get  Your  first  three  Danceworkouts  for  Free! 
Call  us  to  take  advantage  of  this  offer! 

Rhythm  and  Motion  also  offers  workouts  and  dance  classes  for  adults  and  kids  at  the 
1 133  Mission  St  Studio  and  other  locations  throughout  the  city.  Classes  include:  W.  African, 
Modem,  Hip  Hop,  Brazilian,  Swing,  Tango,  Jazz,  Yoga,  Flamenco  and  more. 


Of  artists’  lofts  and  Aztlan: 


a  memory  of  the  Mission 


24"’  and  York  mural  detail  photo  by  v  e  miller 


By  T.  Alvia 

In  1977,  when  I  moved  into  the  Mission 
District,  my  first  feeling  was  that  here 
was  a  world  of  Garcia  Marquez  and 
Bufluel,  the  magically  real  and  the  absurd. 
On  any  given  day,  you  might  have  seen  a 
rag  tag  religious  procession  moving  down 
the  street  with  a  peculiar  blonde  haired 
baby  Jesus  in  blue  robes  mounted  on  a 
palette.  Or  you  might  have  met  Ramon,  a 
wiry  street  philosopher  who  wore  a  top  hat 
over  a  “Mr.  T”  hair  cut,  and  who  swept  out 
the  butcher  shop  and  would  do  arty  other 
odd  job  for  a  sandwich  or  cigarettes.  The 
first  day  I  met  him,  Ramon  said,  “Yo  boss, 
welcome  to  Aztlan.”  He  was  a  resident  of 
the  doorways  and  park-benches  of  24th 
Street — he  knew  its  gossip  and  history. 

Aztlan,  Ramon  informed  me,  means 
literally  “place  of  the  herons”,  but  its  sym¬ 
bolic  meaning  is  “realm  of  truth  and  puri¬ 
ty”:  in  its  time  there  is  a  blood  of  art  and 
spirit-gifts.  For  Ramon  the  Mission  was 
Aztlan,  an  illustration  of  its  truth.  It  is 
fleeting  like  a  mirage  and  lasts  for  as  long 
as  the  herons  repose;  when  the  birds 
inevitably  fly,  there  is  an  age  of  waiting 
and  searching — some  say  a  journey — until 
Aztlan  is  bom  again. 

I  had  found  a  tiny  studio  apartment 
near  York  and  24th  Street,  three  blocks 
from  General  Hospital,  eight  blocks  from 
BART.  The  area  was  predominantly 
Latino,  similar  to  what  I  had  grown  up 
with,  and  I  felt  content  and  comfortable, 
ready  for  my  life  in  San  Francisco.  Across 
the  street,  the  York  Theater  was  then  a 
“rep”  movie  house,  with  a  double  feature 
that  changed  every  night.  Sometimes 
there  would  be  a  weeklong  series  of  cult  or 
period  or  “new  wave”  films  from  whatev¬ 
er  country.  Well  known  directors  came  to 


speak:  Wener  Herzog  held  forth  on 
Goethe  and  the  importance  of  landscape  in 
German  cinema,  while  Russ  Meyer  talked 
about... who  can  remember?... but  one 
hoped  that  he  would  be  accompanied  by 
his  enormously  qualified  star.  Miss  Kitten 
Natividad. 

If  you  wanted  to  get  out,  and  there 
was  nothing  else  happening  in  the  Mission 
(a  rarity),  you  always  had  a  dinner  show  at 
the  York,  with  a  burrito  and  cerveza. 

Dos  mundos 

One  might  have  the  dreariest  corporate 
job,  with  a  dreary  ride  home  on  the  BART. 
After  a  life  up  the  escalator,  you  knew 
there  would  be  music:  the  man  who  could 
play  three  notes  on  his  recorder,  dressed 
like  a  character  in  Midsummer  Night’s 
Dream,  or  the  muscular  dread-lotked 
transvestite,  in  dress  and  high  heels,  saw¬ 
ing  away  at  a  violin.  Then  up  another 
escalator  and  you  were  on  24th  and 
Mission,  ready  to  unload  the  Financial 
District  during  the  walk  home.  You  could 
be  sure  you  wouldn’t  see  anyone  from  the 
office. 

That  was  the  work  routine,  Monday 
through  Thursday.  The  BART  stations  at 
24th  and  Montgomeiy  were  like  two  bor¬ 
ders,  or  frontiers,  where  one  left  a  world 
and  entered  another.  On  Thursday  night — 
the  first  night  of  the  weekend  on  my  per¬ 
sonal  calendar — Bajone’s  jazz  club  on 
Valencia,  would  be  hopping.  Bajone’s  was 
one  of  the  few  jazz  clubs  where  a  musician 
could  walk  in  with  a  saxophone  or  trumpet 
and  sit  in  with  a  quality  house  band.  The 
best  night  for  this— jazz  as  a  contact 
sport — was  Sunday,  when  musicians 
would  come  in  for  the  “Hell’s  Kitchen” 
sessions.  Bishop  Norman  Williams  and 
his  group  would  kick  off  a  mercilessly 
upbeat  “Salt  Peanuts”  or  “Giant  Steps”, 
daring  anyone  to  step  up  on  the  stage. 
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RESTAURANT 

SERVING 

THE  BEST  MARGARITASAND 
AUTHENTIC  MEXICAN  CUISINE 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 

NEW 

WEEKEND  BRUNCH 

ST.  ®  i&TH;  SF  8AM-2PM 

'  SATURDAY 

AND  SUNDAY 


I  remember  a  short  slight  blonde 
woman  who  would  wait  every  Sunday  to 
play  her  tenor  sax  with  the  men  in  the 
group.  The  Bishop  would  give  her  a  few 
minutes  to  solo  and  then  blow  her  down, 
but  I  admired  the  dogged  Jake  Lamatta 
hear  and  soul:  “I’m  still  here  Bishop,  I’m 
still  standing!” 

The  other  way  to  end  a  weekend,  and 
eventually  the  only  choice,  when  Bajone’s 
quit  jazz,  was  a  seedy-looking  dive  bar 
near  Mission  and  Army.  You  wouldn’t 
notice  the  place  driving  by  unless  you 
were  looking  for  it  Past  the  door,  heavy 
purple  curtains  concealed  the  long  dark  bar 
room,  which  opened  onto  a  patio  and  trop¬ 
ical  garden.  A  stage  had  been  built  in  front 
of  the  banana  trees  and  to  the  left  of  a  great 
flagrant  lemon  tree.  At  four  o’clock  the 
bar-b-que  pits  were  smoking  and  stood 
ready.  The  best  of  the  local  Salsa  and 
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Charanga  and  Caribbean  bands  would  play 
for  four  hours,  until  8  o’clock;  and  even  if 
you  didn’t  know  the  complicated  dance 
steps  and  passes  and  turns,  you  could  lis¬ 
ten  as  day  faded  away,  forgetting  almost 
that  there  was  work  the  next  day. 

Sports  were  the  talk  of  the  parks  and 
cantinas.  Soccer  and  boxing  were  like 
religions  and  there  were  spontaneous 
parades  and  celebrations  depending  on  the 
outcome  of  a  particular  match  In  boxing, 
Julio  Cesar  Chavez  ruled  his  weight  divi¬ 
sion  like  an  invincible  machine,  and  with¬ 
out  a  doubt  many  in  the  Mission  thought 
that  Army  Street  was  being  renamed  in  his 
honor. 

Ramon  always  had  a  tip  on  the  fights, 
almost  always  wrong,  but  then  who  could 
read  a  sport  as  crooked  as  boxing?  I 
remember  sitting  in  the  huge  Mission 
Theater  filled  to  the  back  rows  with  drunk¬ 
en  fight  fanatics  watching  the  video  broad¬ 
cast  of  the  Marvin  Hagler/Roberto  Duran 
fight  The  fight  ended  in  disappointment 
for  the  Duran  partisans  and  one  was  ready 
for  the  sudden  violence  that  was  a  possi¬ 
bility  with  any  crowd  in  the  Mission.  But 
that  night  people  where  subdued  and 
walked  out  mumbling  about  the  mafia  and 
a  “feex”. 

Neighborhood  street  life  was  every  bit 
as  interesting  as  the  congealing  art-music - 
boho  world.  Beside  the  signs  of  the 
Catholic  and  Santeria  communities,  there 
were  hip  secular  events  like  the  old  24th 
Street  Fair,  with  its  two  blocks  of  low  rid¬ 
ers,  classics  and  customized  cars,  a  block 
of  gimcrack  vases  and  plaster-of-Paris 
curios  imported  from  Mexico,  and  of 
course  the  music:  two  stages  set  up  at  both 
ends  of  the  fair.  South  Van  Ness  and 
Portrero. 

Latin  bands  performed  all  afternoon, 
and  there  was  the  perennial  rumor  that  Los 
Van  Van  from  Cuba  might  appear  if  they 
could  get  their  visa  problems  straightened 
out.  There  was  Dia  de  los  Muertos — the 
Day  of  the  Dead — a  solemn  slow  proces¬ 
sion  from  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  to 
the  Galeria  de  la  Raza.  Along  the  route, 
Mexican  families  displayed  small  shrines 
that  they  had  built  in  memory  of  their 
dead,  sad  lovely  monuments  of  tequila 
bottles,  brown  family  photographs,  bits  of 
clothing,  and  personal  oddments.  The  Day 
of  the  Dead  was  a  treasured  celebration  in 
the  Mission  District 

But  it  became  known  in  the  city,  and 
then  throughout  “Norte  Califas”,  and  final¬ 
ly  at  its  works,  the  celebrants  were  a  howl¬ 
ing  party-time  mob  of  parade  groupies 
with  giant  puppets  on  sticks.  Deadheads 
with  skull  faces,  fiat  boys,  and  gawking 
touristas  wanting  to  know  where  to  find 
the  strawberry  margaritas. 

A  darker  side 

The  neighborhood  was  not  all  dancing 
and  light.  The  Aztec  blood  was  at  times  to 
be  feared,  especially  when  the  alcohol 
flowed.  The  parades  and  festivals  were 
wonderful,  but  were  shadowed  by  a  dread 
at  what  might  happen  after  sun  down.  One 
night  a  young  painter  was  murdered  on  the 
comer  of  York  and  24th  Street  while  using 
the  pay  phone.  The  murderer  was  a  man 
who  had  quarreled  with  his  girlfriend  and 
vowed  to  “kill  someone”.  As  a  memorial, 
the  Galeria  reconstructed  his  bedroom  in  a 
back  room  off  the  gallery.  It  was  eerie  and 
sad  to  sit  on  his  bed  and  look  arouiKl  at  the 
things  he  saw  every  day,  and  on  his  last 
day:  the  books  on  the  night  table,  an  unfin¬ 
ished  letter,  some  unframed  paintings, 
clothes  folded  in  a  chest  of  drawers. 

A  crack  house  flourished  on  my  block 
for  two  years.  Life  was  miserable.  The 
cracksters  and  their  customers  would  be  up 
all  night,  every  night,  yelling  and  playing 
boom  boxes.  A  constant  flow  of  drive  up 
business  brought  cars  with  thudding 
amplified  stereos.  Every  alleyway  and 
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nook  was  a  public  latrine.  People  com¬ 
plained,  called  police  and  politicians,  but 
nothing  happened  quickly.  Finally,  one 
afternoon,  police  closed  off  the  block, 
broke  down  the  front  door  of  the  crack 
house,  and  herded  everyone  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  out  into  the  middle  of  the  street.  They 
were  handcuffed  and  loaded  into  a  police 
van.  Literally  over-night,  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  returned  to  normal.  The  ex-con  that 
ran  the  enterprise  has  been  immortalized  in 
a  popular  mural  close  to  the  old  crack 
house,  between  Malcolm  X  and  Frieda 
Kahlo 

There  were  friends  who  would  not 
come  to  visit,  judging  the  area  to  be  too 
violent  and  evil.  They  didn’t  like  the  eight 
brown  boys  standing  on  street  comers.  A 
close  friend  had  the  tape  deck  boosted  out 
of  a  new  car  the  first  two  times  he  parked 
in  front  of  my  house.  “How  can  you  five 
there?  Aren’t  you  scared?”  But  after  a 
while,  a  year  or  two,  you  didn’t  care  who 
would  come  to  visit.  The  streets  became  a 
kind  of  perimeter  and  litmus  test 

There  had  always  been  artists  in  the 
Mission,  but  sometimes,  in  the  ‘80s,  as  if 
by  internal  combustion,  art  became  a 
force.  It  was  visible  and  spectacular,  espe¬ 
cially  in  dance  and  performance  art.  Any 
night  of  the  week  almost,  you  could  see 
something  somewhere.  The  stage  might 
be  one  end  of  a  room,  with  clamp-on 
lights  attached  to  ceiling  beams,  the  sound 
system  a  boom  box. 

One  thing  brings  back  with  pleasure 
the  names  and  images  from  that  time: 
Bebe  Miller,  Jane  Comfort,  Kimi  Okada, 
Mark  Morris,  Re  my  Charlip,  Joe  Goode, 
ODC,  Tim  Miller,  Brenda  Way,  Bruce 
Schwartz,  Eric  Bogossian,  Spalding  Grey, 
Margie  Gillis,  Blue  Gene  Tyranny,  Fast 
Forward,  Bread  and  Puppet  Theater, 
ROVA  Saxophone  Quartet.  And  for  every 
disappointment — the  sophomoric  moaning 
and  screaming  of  Diamanda  Galas,  for 
instance — there  were  a  hundred  local 
artists  presenting  quality  work. 


The  cooled  off  ‘90s 

By  the  ‘90s  the  Mission  had  cooled 
down — it  couldn’t  go  on  forever — and  one 
felt  that  something  special  was  ending. 
There  were  fewer  performances  and  the 
East  Coast/West  Coast  interchange  and 
fusion  was  all  but  gone.  Young  artist  were 
doing  things  with  video  and  audio  tech¬ 
nologies,  but  except  for  Artist’s  Television 
Access,  you  could  not  readily  see  their 
work.  The  “club  kids”  were  moving  in 
along  with  a  growing  nightclub  scene,  as 
entrepreneurs  bought  up  the  old  dives  of 
the  Missioa  There  was  a  new  music  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  remnants  of  post  punk, 
or  as  Ramon  put  it,  “white  bread  with  three 
chords  and  a  nipple  ring”.  But  the  old 
shared-secret  Mission  District  was  fading 
fast,  the  herons  had  cleared  out,  and  taking 
their  place  was  a  nervous  group  of  arriv¬ 
istes  and  real  estate  opportunists.  People 
came  to  Valencia  Street  at  night  for  the 
clubs,  though  one  sensed  they  weren’t 
really  comfortable  with  the  brown  boys. 

The  Deep  Mission  was  caught  in  a 
pineer:  “bohemian”  restaurant  and  club 
owners  moved  East  of  Mission  Street, 
fleeing  the  soulless  “in  crowd”  scene  that 
they  had  helped  create  but  couldn’t  toler- 
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ate  or  contain  anymore.  And  on  the  other 
front,  the  North  Mission,  a  colonizing 
force  steadily  burned  its  way  south.  One 
can  see  a  block-by-block  urban  renewal 
program  of  absurd  “artist  lofts”,  office 
developments,  and  precious  boutique  busi¬ 
nesses  selling  micro  brews,  inflected  cof¬ 
fees,  brined  half-baked  half-fried  chickens 
with  saffron  cous  cous. 

There  is  a  block-by-block  ethnic  and 
social  eradication  program,  rolling  south 
from  16th  Street,  which  will  stand  as  a 
model  for  watching  and  reconstructing  the 
inner  city.  A  graffiti-wit  spray-painted  a 
sidewalk  near  one  of  the  condo/loft  pro¬ 
jects:  “Sanitized  for  your  protection.” 

So  whither  is  the  Mission  District? 
Maybe  the  whole  of  San  Francisco  will  be 
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a  fancy  jewel  box  town  like  Carmel,  witn 
trams  running  in  the  various  theme  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  As  for  Aztlan,  who  knows 
where  the  herons  will  land  again,  maybe 
Oakland  or  East  Los  or  Tijuana. 

As  for  me.  I’m  glad  to  have  been  here 
for  25  years.  Ramon  is  still  on  the  street, 

stooped  and  crippled  now,  but  sweeping 
and  hustling  for  change.  Many  of  the  old 
characters  are  around  if  you  want  to  find 
them.  The  woman  who  managed  Bajone’s 
still  manages  a  bar  on  Mission  Street;  and 
Cita,  who  would  sing  a  wailing  “norteflo” 
in  the  cantinas  for  a  beer,  is  still  around 
24th  Street  And  I  have  my  T-shirts  from 
24th  Street  Fair,  and  buried  somewhere,  is 
an  old  festival  poster  that  says  “The 
Mission  is  Bitehin” 
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OPEN  FOR  DINNER 


Sunday  5:00  pm  to  10:00  pm 

Monday  -  Closed 

Tuesday -Thursday  5:30  pm  to  10:30  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  '5:30  pm  to  11:00  pm 

1007V2  Valencia  Street  @  21st  Street 
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Arriba  Juntos 

Tech  n®  l#gy 
Center 


Now  Offering: 


Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windows  95/98 

Introduction  to  Computers  and 
the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 

Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 


Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 


Job  Information  Center 

The  Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Services 


1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


Also  available  at  Arriba  Juntos: 

Employment  Services 
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nim&n  ranch  natural  burgers,  free-range  chicken, 
gardenburgers,  all  beef  natural  hot  dogs, 
freshly  cut  french  fries, 
double  rainbow  ice  cream  milkshakes 


order  by  phone  415-824-3494 
open  11  to  11  everyday 
807  Valencia  street  at  19th 


coming  to  the  new  san  francisco  international  airport  in  September  2000! 


Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  2 Otn)  •  5F  •  (415)  2 84-6196  •  mvw.abadh 


>  Capoeira  teens  train  FREE! 

'  Gasses  for  ages  5  to  adult 

•  Afro-Brazilian  Dance  W 

•  Portuguese  Language  _ 
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Commercial  Ownership  Program 


Un  plan  singular  para  ayudar  a  los  negocios  pequehos 
a  adquirir  propiedad  comercial  y  asegurar  que  su 
negocio  continue  en  San  Francisco. 

A  unique  Real  Estate  program  to  help  small  businesses 
acquire  property  and  ensure  that  longstanding 
businesses  stay  in  San  Francisco. 
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www.  medasf.  org/realestate.  html  MM  P  Wk 
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Hello  regular  readers,  whoever  you 
may  be.  You  will  notice  that  THE 
DISH  is  a  new  addition  to  The 
New  Mission  News.  For  those  of  you  who 
aren’t  regular  readers,  here’s  your  opportu¬ 
nity  to  get  in  on  the  beginning  of  some¬ 
thing  with  no  background  information  or 
“ Missionality  ”  required. 

Having  moved  from  the  other  coast 
almost  ten  years  ago,  I  still  feel  like  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land.  It’s  not  easy  to 
be  a  stranger  here:  stranger  than  whom? 
For  example,  have  you  seen  or  met  the 
White  Lady  who  travels  on  foot  on  Mission 
Street?  I  haven’t  seen  her  for  quite  a 
while... alas  perhaps  she  took  her  talcum 
powder  to  the  clear  white  beyond. 

The  Red  Man,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
still  visible  occasionally  along  Valencia 
Does  anybody  know  him  or  know  what’s 
up  with  his  coloring?  Here’s  what  I’ve 
noticed:  he’s  turning  more  orange  than  red 
as  of  late.  Surely  it’s  not  about  chloro¬ 
phyll,  like  the  leaves  on  the  trees  turning  in 
the  fall. 

Speaking  of  the  fall,  I  have  been  hav¬ 
ing  an  ongoing  conversation  with  an 
eighty-something  native  who  also  spends 
time  on  the  east  coast.  The  point  is  that  I 
said  there’s  no  autumn  here,  and  I  miss  it 
She  said  she  remembers  kicking  up  col¬ 
ored  leaves  while  walking  home  from 
school  as  a  little  girl.  Well,  for  the  first 
time  in  ten  years,  there  are  lots  of  colored 
leaves  here.  The  ginkgo  trees  are  bright 
yellow,  the  maples  red  and  orange,  aspens 
are  gold — quite  lovely.  The  answer  is  that 
we  do  have  autumn  leaves  here,  just  not 
every  year.  Only  sometimes  when  there’s 
enough  of  a  “cold  snap”  to  destroy  the 
chlorophyll  and  allow  the  other  colors  to 
come  out 

There  is  talk  of  some  woman  in  the 
Mission  who  dresses  in  red,  white  and  blue 
from  Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day.  We’ll 
see... Where  else  but  the  Mission  can  you 
meet  a  three-year-old  whose  father  is  from 
Mexico  and  mother  is  from  Russia  and 
picks  sushi  for  his  favorite  treat?  It  could 
be  possible  in  New  York,  but  I  just  wonder. 

Anna,  owner  of  Artbeat,  has  just 
returned  from  a  trip  to  New  York  City.  She 
didn’t  bother  comparing  The  Big  Apple  to 
San  Francisco.  She  compared  it  to  the 
Mission,  and  found  little  to  be  said  in  favor 
of  New  York.  “They  don’t  have  a  bread,” 
she  said.  I  muttered  something  about 
bagels,  followed  by  a  comment  that  Jewish 
cuisine  is  an  oxymoron.  Jewish  deli¬ 
catessens  maybe.. .and  latkes...I  guess. 
Anna  firmly  believes  that  the  Mission 
offers  more  opportunities  for  dining,  enter¬ 
tainment,  and  lifestyle  choices  than  any 
other  place  she’s  ever  beea  And  she  trav¬ 
els  extensively;  and  is  married  to  an  east 
coast  transplant  I  hold  that  both  cities 
have  great  neighborhoods,  but  one  has  rot¬ 
ten  weather  more  than  half  of  the  year,  and 
one  has  near  flawless  weather  pretty  much 
every  day.  ‘ 

Speaking  of  delis,  there  are  at  least 
two  good  ones  in  the  Mission.  One  is  on 
18th  Street  called  Bi-Rite  and  has  very 
upscale  yummy  foods.  The  other  is 
newish.  Valencia  Whole  Foods  at  21st 
Street  has  added  a  great  deli  with  a  Middle 
Eastern  flavor.  Joseph,  the  proprietor;  is  a 


foodie  and  a  good  guy.  He  puts  out  day- 
old  bread  and  really,  really  ripe  produce 
for  the  taking.  He  gets  ticketed  for  litter¬ 
ing  or  something,  and  continues  to  put  out 
the  food. 

Be  warned,  don’t  take  more  than  a  fair 
share.  Joseph  or  one  of  his  young  employ¬ 
ees  will  chase  you  down  the  street  and  take 
it  back.  And  did  you  know  that  there  are 
lots  of  things  to  do  with  day  old  bread 
besides  stuffing  a  bird  or  making  a  sweet 
bread  pudding?  Try  a  savory  bread  pud¬ 
ding:  bread  cubes  or  slices,  milk,  eggs, 
grated  Cheddar  or  whatever  old  cheese  you 
have  around,  season  as  desired.  I  often  use 
mustard  and  black  pepper — no  need  for 
salt — the  cheese  has  enough.  You  can  add 
leftover  veggies  or  meat  as  well.  Use  the 
same  proportions  as  a  sweet  pudding,  best 
to  put  any  bread  pudding  together  the  night 
before  you  bake  it.  It’s  a  great  way  to  use 
up  old  bread  and  old  cheese.  Bake  it  until 
it  puffs  up  and  is  almost  dry  in  the  middle. 

Just  at  that  same  comer  you  might 
have  met  Steve  who  sells  the  Street  Sheet. 
Steve  has  a  definite  New  England  accent 
(another  bi-coastal  transplant)  and  we 
chat.  He’s  very  nice,  almost  always 
upbeat,  and  has  a  low  tolerance  for  the 
druggy  homeless  folks  who  sometimes  get 
too  close  to  his  turf.  Steve  lets  everybody 
know  when  his  birthday  is  and  he  just  had 
his  50th  in  October.  Some  of  the  people 
around  here  made  him  a  birthday  card, 
very  sentimental,  very  lovingly  made,  and 
I  have  a  feeling  that  it  meant  a  great  deal  to 
him.  I  don’t  know  much  about  his  story — 
he  is  a  Vietnam  vet,  as  I  suspected,  and  he 
is  a  part  of  my  Mission  life.  If  I  don’t  see 
him  for  a  while,  I  get  worried. 

Christmas  a  year  ago,  a  lady  unknown 
to  him  purchased  a  Street  Sheet  for  $100! 
She  disappeared  around  the  comer,  I 
walked  by  and  he  had  just  discovered  the 
big  bill.  He  was  busy  making  plans  to  get 
his  laundry  done  and  do  something  for  his 
friend;  the  kind  of  plans  you  get  to  make 
when  you  have  some  extra  money  to 
spend.  It’s  a  good  feeling  for  sure  and  he 
gave  me  a  great  big  hug  since  I  was  the 
one  who  was  there. 

Have  you  all  seen  the  Chinese  man 
who  sits  in  front  of  his  store  on  Mission  on 
a  milk  carton  with  a  cardboard  box  for 
shelter?  His  box  used  to  have  “Don’t  even 
think  of  sitting  heaf’(sic)  printed  on  the 
side. 

In  closing,  I’ll  tell  you  that  there’s  a 
neat  new  restaurant  at  23rd  and  Valencia; 
J.J.  Thai  Bistro.  (More  about  that  next 
month.)  Now  follow  closely,  J.J.’s  is 
where  Radio  Valencia  used  to  be;  and  Caf<£ 
Valencia  on  the  next  block  is  changing  its 
name  to  Radio  Habana.  There’ll  be  a  quiz 
later. 


To  comment  or  respond  to  The  Mission 
Dish,  you  can  send  us  an  email  at 
TheDishatNMN@aol.com  or  snail  mail 
the  New  Mission  News  3288  21st  Street 
#202,  SF.CA  94110  We  gratefully  accept 
your  thoughts 
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In  search  of  Conjunto,  Mariachi, 
Tex-Mex  and  the  Mission  Sound 


By  Sonny  Smith 

They  get  most  of  their  work  through 
agents,  playing  funerals,  baby 
showers,  birthdays,  weddings,  bap¬ 
tisms,  graduations — any  kind  of  celebra¬ 
tion.  They’ll  hand  you  their  card  if  you 
meet  them  on  the  street  and  then  they’ll 
end  up  at  your  wedding.  But  the  real 
steady  work,  the  work  they  have  to  do 
everyday,  is  to  stroll  around  and  play 
music  for  the  restaurants  and  bars.  When 
you  see  the  musicians  walking  down 
Valencia  or  Mission  or  16th,  you  know 
they  play  Latino  music  but  you’re  proba¬ 
bly  not  sure  what  kind. 

“It’s  funny  when  they  ask  Nortefto 
musicians  to  play  Folklorico,  or  Conjunto 
players  to  play  Mariachi,  or  vice-versa,  a 
little  bizarre.”  That’s  what  Jos£  Manuel 
told  me  one  evening  outside  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center.  I  said,  “Is  it  mostly 
Anglos  that  don’t  know  the  different  kinds 
of  Latino  music?,”  but  he  said  no.  It  was 
everybody.  Most  people  don’t  know  the 
difference  between  Conjunto,  Mariachi, 
Folklorico  or  Nortefto. 

So  here  are  some  quick  definitions: 
Conjunto  is  the  most  traditional  style  of 
Mexican  music,  played  with  accordion, 
guitarron  and  bajo  sexto.  Mariachi  is  horn 
bands,  usually  large  horn  bands,  some¬ 
times  accompanied  by  bass  and  guitar. 
Folklorico  is  traditional  Mexican  folk 
songs,  usually  a  guitar-based  band,  and 
Nortefto  is  more  Texican  music  with  bajo 
sexto,  12  string  guitar,  accordion  and  occa¬ 
sionally  saxophone;  they  tend  to  have  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  more  Texas  R&B  in  their 
music.,  and  the  Mission  District’s  got  them 
all  roving  on  its  streets. 

I’d  been  try  ing  to  do  an  interview 
with  some  of  these  players  for  a  while,  but 
they  were  all  telling  me  to  firxi  Josd;  he 
plays  guitar.  You  know  how  many  guys 
named  Jose  play  guitar  in  the  Mission?  I 
was  walking  down  \hlencia  and  out  of  the 
liquor  store  comes  a  Latino  man  with  a 
guitar,  dressed  kinda  nice  with  a  bottle  of 
something  in  a  brown  bag  and  I  say, 
“Josd!?”  And  he  says,  “What  me?  No,  Jose 
went  that  way,”  and  he  points  the  opposite 
direction  from  where  he’s  going.  What  the 
hell  am  I  thinking  anyway? 

Out  of  six  or  seven  bands  and  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  bartenders  I  was  able  to  find  one  per¬ 
son,  and  get  a  last  name  and  try  and  track 
him  down.  Josd  Manuel.  When  I  did  find 
him  outside  of  La  Rondalla,  he  was 
dressed  in  a  fine  suit,  with  a  beautiful  gui¬ 
tar.  He  was  working;  he  didn’t  have  much 
time.  His  trio  was  walking  ahead  of  him 
down  \hlencia,  he  had  to  catch  up. 


such.  Jos6  said  that  he’s  been  able  to  make 
a  living  solely  as  a  musician  for  the  last 
four  years.  I  asked  Jos6  if  most  of  the 
players  were  from  Mexico,  but  he  wasn’t 
sure  which  ones  were.  Since  he  himself 
won  amnesty,  he’s  never  been  back  to 
Maxi  co. 

What  about  the  streets  late  at  night? 
“You  gotta  be  careful,  you  gotta  know 
where  not  to  be  sometimes.” 

I  asked  him  if  there  was  a  central 
place  where  all  the  musicians  met,  but  he 
said  there  was  none.  Rondalla  (20th  @ 
Valencia)  is  the  closest  thing  to  a  central 
station  for  all  these  players,  the  bartenders 
all  know  them,  they  trickle  in  in  shifts.  I 
asked  him  how  the  different  bands  work  it 
out,  because  I  myself  never  see  two  bands 
coming  into  the  same  restaurant  at  the 
same  time,  but  he  said  it’s  just  first  come 
first  serve.  Of  course!  What  the  hell  was  I 
imagining?  Some  kind  of  elaborate  under¬ 
ground  with  all  the  bands  in  turf  wars. 
Meeting  in  the  alley,  fight  for  the  6  RM. 
spot  at  the  new  sushi  bar  on  the  comer? 
Nope. 

The  real  vision,  or  the  true  picture, 
which  is  really  beautiful  I  think — is  that  if 
you  were  to  look  down  on  the  Mission 
from  a  sky  view  or  say  Bernal  Hill,  you 
would  see  these  different  trios  walking 
around  to  different  restaurants,  bars,  play¬ 
ing  very  specific  kinds  of  music  and  fiat 
music  carrying  a  whole  history  with  it 

In  other  words:  over  there  at  21st  and 
Mission,  see  those  guys?  That  trio  plays 
all  Nortefto  stuff;  the  accordion  player — 
he’s  from  Texas — he’s  got  a  suitcase  of 
Tex  Mex  songs  his  uncle  taught  him.  And 
that  trio  over  there,  coming  out  of 
Esperpentos,  they’re  all  Conjunto  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  of  Mexican  country;  but  the  guitar 
player  writes  a  lot  of  originals,  he’s  been 
writing  mostly  Mexican  country  style  late¬ 
ly.  He  used  to  write  all  Nortefto.  And 
there’s  that  band  going  back  into  Rondalla, 
they’re  Mariachi.  And  that  guy  playing 
solo,  he  just  got  a  divorce,  so  he’s  been 
playing  all  ballads,  he’s  pulling  out  all  the 
tearjerkers  lately. 

You  see?  That’s  why  Jos£  said  it  was 
bizarre  to  him  that  people  couldn’t  see  the 
difference  between  Nortefto  and  Conjunto 
or  Mexican  Country.  Because  not  only  is 
there  a  difference  on  a  very  personal  level 
between  all  these  musicians,  but  the  differ¬ 
ence  is  also  between  whole  countries  and 
cultures. 

Sonny  Smith  is  a  Mission  District  musician 
rapidly  closing  in  on  cult  status.  His  latest 
CD  is  "Pass  the  Wine  ” 


Venue-bender  Norteno  music  at  the  Herbivore.  Photo  by  Sonny  Smith 
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He  told  me  to  meet  him  the  next  day. 
He’d  give  me  20  minutes,  that’s  all.  He 
didn’t  really  give  a  crap  about  some  arti¬ 
cle,  he  was  just  being  nice.  That’s  a  far  cry 
from  the  rest  of  the  music  business  by  the 
way,  where  if  you  told  some  rock  band  you 
wanted  to  interview  them  for  a  paper, 
they’d  give  you  their  press  kit  and  website 
ASAP. 

So  I  found  Jose  the  next  day,  and  this 
is  what  he  told  me.  These  players  usually 
get  out  on  the  streets  by  6  P.M.,  sometimes 
a  little  earlier  and  on  a  good  Friday  night 
they  might  stay  out  ‘til  3  A.M.  That’s  a 
long  shift  to  walk  around  the  Mission  and 
play  these  songs,  but  that’s  usually  why 
their  harmonies  are  so  tight  and  they  play 
so  well.  As  I  said  earlier,  in  addition  to 
playing  for  the  public,  many  of  them  make 
an  actual  living  playing  ceremonies  and 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 
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Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  &  Clothing 
We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  —  All  Makes  and. Models 
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Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 


ir  HOSPITAL 


24  Hour  Emergency 

Department 

Medical/Surgical 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 

,  Program  (ADA  approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

;  For  More  Information 
Call: 


•Referral  and  Information 

415-821-DOCS 

(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 

415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Center 

415-641-6826 


Centrally  Located 
with  Available  Parking 


•  M.OrM. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 


St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.stlukes-sf.org 


A  private  community 
hospital  accepting 
most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal. 


312 O  -16th  Street 


431-4 0&9 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10_pm_ 


3292  -22nd  Street 

252-3867 


Josie  (right)  with  her  friend  Matilda.  Photo  by  v  e  miller 


Los  Jarritos:  an  enduring  tradition 

er  family  business,  Mi  Rancho  Market  on 
By  Victor  Miller  20th  near  South  Vhn  Ness,  beginning  in 


In  the  last  few  years,  the  upheavals 
caused  by  a  white-hot  real  estate  mar¬ 
ket  have  forced  out  many  a  long  time 
Mission  resident  and  established  business. 
Los  Jarritos,  a  local  institution  with  a  pedi¬ 
gree  going  back  more  than  half  a  century, 
looked  like  it  was  going  to  be  just  another 
memory  for  old-timers  to  sadly  shake  their 
heads  over-mouming  the  loss  of  the  thick 
tortillas,  the  perfectly  blended  (not  too  hot, 
not  too  chocolate)  mold,  but  most  of  all  the 
loss  of  a  restaurant  heritage  that  precedes 
by  decades  the  ostentatious  Valencia 
Street's  Gourmet  Gulch. 

But  thanks  to  a  lot  of  hard  work  from 
the  Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  (MEDA),  Los  Jarritos  owner 
Dolores  "Josie"  Reyes  was  able  to  buy  the 
building  in  which  her  business  is  situated 
and  will  continue  a  Mission  tradition 

"We  always  talked  about  how  we  did¬ 
n't  really  want  to  work  in  the  business  and 
I  talked  the  most,  but  I  was  married  on  a 
Saturday  and  began  working  in  my  father’s 
business  on  a  Monday.  How  about  that?" 

In  1953  Josie's  father  George 
Rodriguez  left  his  job  as  a  chef  at 
Johnson's  Tamales  (now  Mission  Villa  at 
20th  and  Mission)  to  open  the  New  Central 
Restaurant  at  14th  and  South  Van  Ness. 
Josie  and  nine  siblings  grew  up  in  the  three 
bedroom  flat  above  the  New  Central.  "We 
were  packed  in  like  sardines  but  we  were 
lucky-it  was  luxury,"  Josie  said.  The  kids 
as  soon  as  they  were  old  enough  worked  in 
the  business.  A  rent  hike  caused  a  move  to 
18th  and  Shotwell,  where  the  family  oper¬ 
ation  was  called  the  Silverstar.  "I  asked  my 
father  why  our  restaurants  didn't  have 
Mexican  names  since  we  were  serving 
Mexican  food.  He  just  said,  'What  for? 
Immigration  will  just  come  in  and  take  us 
away.'  The  real  reason  was  he  spent  too 
much  time  at  Bay  Meadows  and  didn't 
have  the  time  to  [change  the  names]." 

Success  at  the  new  New  Central, 
included  TV  and  magazine  coverage, 
which  didn't  go  unnoticed  by  the  landlord 
wfc  soon  tried  to  triple  the  rent  This 
sparked  yet  another  family  enterprise 
migration,  this  time  all  of  six  blocks  to 
20th  and  South  Van  Ness,  where  Josie 
established  Los  Jarritos  in  1988. 

Josie  took  over  the  operation  of  anoth- 


1997;  but  last  year  the  building  was  sold  to 
new  owners  who  have  since  tom  it  down 
and  built  condos.  This  time  the  business 
relocation  fell  afoul  of  the  Mission's  liquor 
moratorium,  which  doesn't  allow  site-to- 
site  transfers  within  the  neighborhood.  A 
lot  of  community  support,  along  with 
some  technical  help  with  permits  from 
MEDA,  allowed  Mi  Rancho  to  relocate  to 
21st  and  South  Van  Ness  with  their  liquor 
license  in  tact  But  another  dislocation 
bombshell  exploded  later  in  the  year  when 
the  owner  of  the  Los  Jarritos  building 
decided  to  cash  out  and  sell  the  property. 

Josie  said  if  she  hadn't  been  able  to 
buy  the  building,  "We  would  have  been 
gone  from  San  Francisco."  Expressing  her 
frustrations  as  a  commercial  tenant  she 
said,  "I'm  tired  of  renting  it  and  making  it 
good;  then  they  sell  it  and  we  have  to 
leave.  I  cant  do  that  anymore."  Working 
with  Jose  Tamayo  and  Teresa  Garcia  from 
MEDA,  who  plowed  through  all  the  daunt¬ 
ing  paper  work  associated  with  purchasing 
property,  a  process  referred  to  as  loan 
packaging,  Josie  secured  a  permanent 
home  for  the  wandering,  many  named 
eatery.  "It's  a  dream,  it's  a  headache,  it's 
scary... it's  a  nightmare.  When  you  rent,  I 
fix  up  what  I  need  to  fix,  but  when  you're 
a  landlord,  everything's  got  to  be  fixed. 
But  it  was  either  buy  or  finish  up  what  I've 
got  to  finish  up  or  leave  San  Francisco." 
The  main  thing  she  wants  to  finish  up  is 
putting  the  two  youngest  of  her  four  kids 
through  college.  One  son  has  already  grad¬ 
uated  from  Columbia  University  and 
another  followed  his  father  into  the  con¬ 
struction  industry. 

Although,  Los  Jarritos  has  survived 
the  gentrification  war,  Josie  said  she  has 
seen  rent  hikes  move  many  others  out,  as 
change  sweeps  the  Mission.  "It's  a  wake  up 
call.  Now  people  see  the  value  of  the 
things  we  have  here.  My  kids  used  to  say 
they  wanted  to  go  to  college  so  they  could 
get  me  out  of  the  Mission.  Now  they  don't 
want  to  move  out  All  the  new  generation 
wants  to  live  here." 

If  there  has  been  a  lot  of  moving 
around  for  Los  Jarritos’  predecessors,  it 
was  never  very  far.  "All  my  life  has  been 
just  three  comers  14th,  18th  and  20th  and 
raising  four  kids  that's  not  bad."  Not  bad 
at  all,  especially  since  the  Mission's  repu¬ 
tation  for  having  the  world's  best  mold  has 
been  saved. 
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Spring  Semester  2001  credit  and  noncredit  courses  begin 
January  17th  at  the  Mission  Campus  (106  Bartlett  St.)- 
Credit  courses  are  just  $11  per  unit  for  all  California  resi¬ 
dents,  including  BA  holders.  Noncredit  courses  are  free! 


SAMPLING  OF  CREDIT  COURSES 


Course  Title 

Digital  Printing  &  Publishing 
ESL  Grammar  (Int) 

ESL  Grammar  (Adv) 

Graphic  Arts  on  Computer 
Offset  Press  Operations 

CRN 

34378 

33243 

32970 

34808 

30411 

Days 

MW 

MW 

W 

MW 

TTh 

Times 

6-9  p.m. 

6:30-9  p.m. 

6-9  p.m. 
1:30—3:30  p.m. 
9-1  P.M. 

Site/Room  No.. 

106  Bartlett  109 

3351  23rd  St. 

3351  23rd  St. 

106  Bartlett  412 

106  Bartlett  301 

SAMPLING  OF  FREE  NONCREDIT 

COURSES 

Course  Title 

CRN 

Days 

Times 

Site/Room  No. 

Accounting 

40232 

TTh 

6:30-9  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  414 

Adult  Basic  Ed  Computers 

42525 

TTh 

3-5:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  414 

Citizenship 

40088 

TTh 

12:30-3  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  312 

Citizenship 

41455 

TTh 

12:30-3  p.m. 

225  30th  St. 

Citizenship 

41457 

TTh 

7-9:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  202 

Desktop  Publishing  (Begin) 

40062 

MTWTh 

12:30-3  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  414 

ESL  1 

40507 

MTWTh 

6:30-9  p.m. 

2929  19th  St.  18 

ESL  1 

43106 

Sat 

9-2  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  410 

ESL  1-4 

43003 

MTWThF 

8-10  A.M. 

2929  19th  St.  18 

ESL 1-4 

40517 

MTWTh 

6:30-9  p.m. 

260 ■Madrid  St. 

ESL  2 

40597 

MTWTh 

6:30-9  p.m. 

2929  19th  St.  19 

ESL  2 

43129 

Sat 

9-2  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  112 

ESL  3-4 

43131 

Sat 

9-2  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  308 

ESL  Beginning  1-4 

40519 

MTWTh 

9:30-12  p.m. 

225  30th  St. 

ESL  Beginning  1-4 

42566 

MTWTh 

6-8:30  p.m. 

450  Church 

ESL  Conversation  1-2 

43180 

MW 

10-12:30  p.m. 

450  Church 

ESL  Literacy  A 

40466 

MTWThF 

10:30-12:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  408 

ESL  Literacy  A 

40467 

MTWThF 

12:30-2:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  408 

ESL  Literacy  A 

40469 

MTWTh 

7-9:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  400 

ESL  Literacy  A 

41461 

MTWTh 

7-9:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  404 

ESL  Literacy  A 

43195 

MTWTh 

5:45-7  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  312 

ESL  Literacy  B 

40470 

MTWThF 

12:30-2:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  224 

ESL  Literacy  B 

40471 

MTWTh 

7-9:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  110 

ESL  Reading  1-2 

40456 

MTWTh 

12-1:15  p.m. 

2929  19th  St.  18 

Native  Language  Literacy 

40444 

MTWTh 

5:45-7  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  408 

Native  Language  Literacy 

40453 

MTWTh 

7-9:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  408 

Native  Language  Literacy  A 

41459 

MTWThF 

8:30-10:30  a.m. 

106  Bartlett  408 

Native  Language  Literacy  B 

41458 

MTWThF 

8:30—1 0:30  a.m. 

106  Bartlett  112 

Office  Technology 

42498 

MTWThF 

10:30-12:30  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  405 

Power  Point  Graphics 

40125 

MTWThF 

9:30-10:30  a.m. 

106  Bartlett  414 

Typing  (all  levels) 

41417 

TTh 

12:30-3  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  416 

VESL5-8 

43133 

Sat 

9-2  p.m. 

106  Bartlett  312 

For  more  information  call  415.550.4384 
or  visit  the  CCSF  website  at  www.ccsf.org 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  SI.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 


Are  you  eligible  for  reduced  rate  local 
residential  telephone  service? 

Universal  Lifeline  Telephone  Service  (ULTS)  is  a  reduced 
rate  residential  telephone  service.  ULTS  is  available  to  low- 
income  households.  You  don’t  need  to  switch  from  your 
current  local  telephone  service  provider. 


Eligibility  is  based  on  annual  income  and  household  size: 


Household 

Members 

Total  Gross 
Household 

Income 

1-2  persons 

Up  to  $18,500 

3  persons 

Up  to  $21,500 

4  persons 

Up  to  $25,800 

Add  $4,300  for  each  additional  family  member. 


For  more  information  call  your  local  telephone  service  pro¬ 
vider  or  refer  to  the  yellow  pages  under  “telecommunications” 
for  a  list  of  providers. 


For  general  ULTS  questions  call  (510)  452-2757 


ULTS  is  a  program  of  the 
California  Public  Utilities  Commission 
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ARTBEAT  Francisco 

Art  Gallery  &  Gift  Shop 

3266  21st  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  643-8721  artbeatsf@juno.com 

An  Inter-Tribal  Arts  Space 

a*******************, ***„*„*„„,„, 


Vieques  is  a  beautiful  island-munic¬ 
ipality,  located  six  miles  to  the 
southwest  of  the  main  island  of 
Puerto  Rico.  Since  1941  it  has  been 
used  hy  the  U.S.  Navy  for  bombing 
practice  and  the  testing  of  other 
weapons,  including  uranium  projec¬ 
tiles.  The  U.S.  Government  also  leas¬ 
es  the  bombing  training  area  on  the 
island  to  other  NATO  forces. 

The  civilian  population  of  10,000 
residents  live  squeezed  in  between  the 
munitions  storage  area  to  the  west 
and  the  bombing  target  area  to  the 
east,  on  this  little  island  eighteen 
miles  long  and  3  miles  wide. 

Researchers  have  determined  seri¬ 
ous  negative  impact  on  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  health  of  Vieques  resi¬ 
dents,  including  the  contamination  of 
marine  life  and  drinking  water  with 


nickel  and  manganese.  Viequenes 
experience  a  rate  of  cancer  27%  high¬ 
er  than  the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Puerto  Rico. 

In  April  1999,  following  the  death 
of  a  civilian  and  serious  injury  to 
four  others,  caused  by  a  Navy  bomb 
dropped  two  miles  off  target,  Puerto 
Ricans  peacefully  occupied  the  train¬ 
ing  area.  In  May  2000,  federal  agents 
removed  and  arrested  more  than  200 
protesters  who  were  camped  on  the 
target,  including  locals,  clergy,  teach¬ 
ers,  students,  U.S.  Congressional 
Representatives  and  Puerto  Rican  leg¬ 
islators.  The  U.S.  Navy  resumed 
bombing. 

What  can  you  do?  Demand  the 
bombing  of  Vieques  cease,  that  the 
island  be  demilitarized,  and  the  U.S. 
Government  fund  the  clean-up  of  the 
environment. 


high  levels  of  lead,  cadmium,  cobalt, 

For  more  information  call:  Casa  Puerto  Rico  (415)  550-0893 

Fellowship  of  Reconcilation  (415)  495-6334 
Comite  98  Por  Un  Puerto  Rico  Libre  (510)  389-5660 

Feliz  Aho  Nuevo!  Thanks  for  your  patronage! 

Ray  Rivera,  Proprieter  y  Boricua,  Art  Beat  Gallery  &  Gifts 

Open  seven  days  a  week!  Secured  public  parking  across 
the  street,  MUNI,  BART,  bike  &  wheelchair  accessible. 
Serving  Noe  Valley,  Portrero  Hill  y  la  Mision  since  1996. 
Wat  10%  discount  to  CCSF  &  SFSU  students  with  I.D! 


2nd  Community  Meeting  of  the 

24th  STREET  BART  PLAZAS 
COMMUNITY  DESIGN  PLAN 


Dg] 

Saturday,  January  27th 
10AM-1PM  @ 

THE  MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 
2868  Mission  St.  (between  24th  &  25th) 


Spanish  translation  provided 


Refreshments  provided 


Come  and  help  shape  the  future  of  your  neighborhood! 
For  more  information  please  call  415-282-3334  x23 

Sponsored  by:  MEDA,  Urban  Ecology,  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission,  and  the 

City  of  San  Francisco 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 
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Mayor-Elect  of  Vieques'  Call  to  President  Clinton  to 


Dear  President  Clinton: 


November  10,  2000 


My  name  is  Damaso  Serrano  Lopez  and  1  am  mayor-elect  of  Vieques, 
Puerto  Rico.  1  won  [the]  election  with  63.8%  of  the  votes,  for  a 
four-year  term  as  mayor  of  Vieques.  My  campaign  focused  on 
achieving  the  immediate  and  permanent  cease  and  desist  of  all  military  activ¬ 
ities  in  Vieques,  which  is  the  primary  goal  and  demand  of  our  people. 

At  the  same  time,  the  candidates  in  the  general  election  in  Puerto  Rico  who 
support  that  same  goal  and  demand  won  in  the  elections,  among  them  the 
Honorable  Sila  Calderon,  governor-elect  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Honorable 
Anibal  Acevedo  Vila,  elected  as  Resident  Commissioner  to  the  U.S.  Congress. 

The  demand  that  the  U.S.  must  leave  Vieques  without  dropping  one  more 
bomb  has  been  the  popular  will  of  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  in  general  and 
Vieques  in  particular  before  you  issued  your  Directives  on  Vieques  and  after 
you  issued  those  directives. 

President  Clinton,  now  the  will  of  the  elected  representatives  of  Puerto  Rico, 
in  the  mayoralty  of  Vieques,  in  the  governorship  of  Puerto  Rico,  in  our  rep¬ 
resentative  in  the  U.S.  Congress,  in  the  Puerto  Rico  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  and  in  the  majority  of  the  mayoralties  in  Puerto  Rico  con¬ 
cerning  Vieques  is  the  same  as  the  will  of  the  people  in  Puerto  Rico  in  gener¬ 
al  and  of  Vieques  in  particular:  That  the  U.S.  Navy  must  be  ordered  out  of 
Vieques  now  without  dropping  one  more  bomb,  of  any  kind. 

We  are  calling  on  you  to  respect  that  demand  and  that,  before  you  leave 
office,  you  issue  an  Executive  Order  implementing  that  demand. 

It  was  foreseeable  that  your  directives  on  Vieques  would  be  changed  by  a 
Republican  U.S.  Congress,  especially  in  an  election  year.  That  is  whv  we 
insisted  you  issue  the  Executive  order  that  we  are  demanding  once  again. 
You  still  have  some  time  to  do  what  is  right  and  the  urgency  of  our  plight  is 
accentuated  by  the  fact  that  the  Republicans  will  control  Congress. 

If  you  don’t  issue  this  executive  order,  your  directives  (drastically  modified 
by  this  Congress  and  with  no  guarantee  that  they  will  be  respected  by  the 
next  Congress)  will  be  used  to  say  that  there  is  no  alternative  site  to 
Vieques,  that  Vieques  is  indispensable  and  that  the  Navy  hasn’t  found  anoth¬ 
er  site.  Meanwhile,  bombing  will  continue  on  our  island  of  close  to  10,000  peo¬ 
ple.  The  only  incentive  for  the  Navy  to  seriously  find  an  alternative  site  is  if 
they  are  ordered  to  stop  bombing  in  Vieques. 

Mr.  President,  on  Election  Day  during  a  radio  interview  with  reporter  Amy 
Goodman,  you  urged  the  American  people  to  vote  for  the  Gore/  Lieberman 
ticket,  for  first  lady  Hilary  Clinton  as  senator  from  New  York,  and  for  John 
Corzine  as  senator  from  New  Jersey.  In  so  doing  you  told  the  American  pub¬ 
lic  the  following: 

“Now,  the  Republicans  in  Congress  have  broken  the  agreement,  and 
instead  of  giving  the  western  part  of  the  island  (of  Vieques)  to  Puerto  Rico, 
gave  it  to  the  Interior  Department  to  manage.  If  I  can’t  find  a  way  to  give 
that  island,  the  western  part  of  that  island,  back  to  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico 
and  to  honor  the  agreement  the  government  of  Puerto  Rico  itself  made  with 
the  support  of  local  leaders,  including  the  mayor  of  Vieques,  then  the  people 
of  Puerto  Rico,  I  think,  have  the  right  to  say  the  federal  government  (of  the 
U.S.)  broke  its  word  and  the  training  has  to  stop  right  now.” 

That  encouraging  statement,  Mr.  President,  gives  us  hope  that  you  will  not 
once  again  let  our  people  fend  for  ourselves  once  again  before  a  Republican 
Congress,  especially  since  you  will  leave  office  shortly.  It  is  easy  to  blame  the 
Republican  Congress  for  what  they  have  done  and  may  foreseeably  do 
regarding  Vieques.  But  the  constitutional  authority  to  "stop  the  training 
right  now"  lies  with  you,  President  Clinton.  If  you  fail  to  do  so,  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  continuing  suffeinng  of  our  people  and  the  disrespect  towards 
the  will  of  our  people  and  our  elected  representatives,  is  solely  yours. 

I  respectfully  and  emphatically  call  on  you.  President  Clinton,  to  heed  the 
will  of  our  people  and  our  elected  representatives  and  issue  an  Executive 
Order  ordering  the  immediate  cease  and  desist  of  all  military  activities  of 
Vieques.  Please  call  me  in  Vieques  at  707-741-8065  or  call  Favio  Cumpiano  in 
Washington,  DC  at  202-721-4688  to  set  up  a  meeting  or  a  conference  call  in 
order  to  provide  you  with  whatever  information  or  assistance  we  can  give  or 
answer  whichever  questions  you  may  have  in  order  to  resolve  this  critical 
situation  and  accomplish  this  essential  demand. 

Sincerely,  Damaso  Serrano  Lopez 


energy 


Dr.  Susan  L.  Oyakawa 
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What  will  your  960  paychecks  add  up  to? 


From  the  time  you  graduate  to  the  time  you  retire,  you’ll  have  earned  nearly  960  paychecks.  At 
Bank  of  America  Corporation,  we  see  that  as  960  opportunities  to  save  and  invest  for  your  future. 
And  our  investment  professionals  bring  that  perspective  to  every  savings  and  investment  plan  they 
create.  Let  them  assess  your  financial  situation  and  recommend  a  long-term  solution  that’s  right 
for  you.  Stop  by  a  banking  center,  call  1.800.900.9000,  or  visit  www.bankofamerica.com.  Making 
more  of  your  money  by  making  more  of  Bank  of  America?  Why  not?  - - 


Bank  of  America. 


Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc" 

We  want  you  to  know:  Banking  products  such  as  checking  accounts  and  certificates  of 
deposit  are  FDIC  insured  and  are  offered  through  Bank  of  America,  N.A.,  an  FDIC  member. 
Investment  products  provided  by  Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc.": 


Are  not  FDIC  insured  »  May  lose  value  »  Are  not  bank  guaranteed 


Banc  of  America  Investment  Services,  Inc.,  is  a  nonbank  subsidiary  of 

Bank  of  America  Corporation  and  registered  broker-dealer  and  member  NASD.  SIPC. 
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OUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

OFFERINQ  THE  BEST  IN  COMPREHENSIVE  ACUPUNCTURE 
.TREATMENT  PROQRAMS  SINCE  1986 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Addiction,  Substance  Use 
Depression  &  Anxiety 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Women's  Health 
Hepatitis 
Arthritis 

YOGA  CLASSES  MONDAY  MORNING  AND  THURSDAY  EVENING 
Private  Insurance.  Medical,  Medicare.  Worhers  Comp.  Personal  Injury 

455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
415-861-4964  qyhac@aol.com 


A  station  too  far? 

Editor, 

The  30th  Street  BART  project  is 
another  example  of  BART  at  its  most 
imperious.  BART  officials  managed  to 
convince  the  state  legislature  to  provide 
$400,000  for  a  study  of  a  30th  Street 
BART  Station,  the  result  of  which  will 
show  that  the  people  who  live  in  Bernal 
Heights  and  the  Fairmont  area  of  Noe 
Valley  favor  such  a  station.  However, 
since  neither  city  nor  regional  agencies  are 
participants  in  the  study,  the  good  citizens 
of  these  areas  will  not  be  faced  with  hard 
choices  or  priorities. 

In  1988  and  1989  the  San  Francisco 
Transportation  Committee  prepared  a  plan 
for  improvements  to  the  city’s  infrastruc¬ 
ture;  the  plan  was  then  approved  by  the 
voters  in  the  fall  of  1989  along  with  the  a 
half  cent  increase  in  the  sales  tax  During 
the  preparation  of  that  plan  a  30th  Street 
BART  Station  was  found  to  cost 
$100,000,000  and  generate  approximately 
5,000  BART  trips.  However,  only  1000  to 
1500  would  be  new  transit  riders,  the 
remainder  would  be  of  existing  MUNI  rid¬ 
ers.  Based  on  this  low  benefit  to  cost  ratio, 
the  project  was  dropped  from  further  con¬ 
sideration  During  the  succeeding  12  years 
the  demographics  of  the  area  have  changed 
very  little,  but  the  cost  of  construction  has 
doubled.  Today  a  30th  Street  Station 
would  cost  $200,000,000  and  still  generate 
a  small  number  of  new  transit  riders. 


WAyyfFOOTPRINTS,  INC. 

SHOES  MB  STUFF  FOK  KIDS 


Featuring  Stride  Rite,  Elefanten,  Dr.  Martens, 
Skechers  And  Other  Great  Brands 

We  have  your  shoe  needs  covered: 

From  Infant  Size  0  through  Youth  Size  6 


3961  24th  Street  415-285-3668 


San  Francisco  is  considering  a  num¬ 
ber  of  new  transit  projects  such  as  a  Geary 
Street  subway  and  light  rail  line,  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  Caltrain  to  the  TransBay  Terminal 
and  a  possible  16th  Street  rail  line  to 
Mission  Bay,  all  of  which  would  produce  a 
higher  cost  benefit  ratio.  Should 
$200,000,000  be  dropped  on  San 
Francisco  for  new  transit  projects,  the  30th 
Street  BART  Station  would  not  make  the 
top  ten  list  of  possible  projects.  Thus 
BART  is  wasting  public  funds  and  deceiv¬ 
ing  the  participants  by  undertaking  the 
study.  The  best  course  is  to  terminate  the 
study  and  use  the  funds  for  improvements 
to  the  existing  16th  and  24th  Street 
Stations. 

Very  truly  yours,  James  Haas,  San 
Francisco  Transportation  Committee 
1988-89 


A  train  too  closeP 

Editor, 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  a  letter 
from  Curtis  Eisenberger  (President, 
Mariposa  Management)  in  your  November 
2000  issue.  Mr.  Eisenberger  states  in  his 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


opening  paragraph:  “Perhaps  a  little  histo¬ 
ry  needs  to  be  reviewed  in  the  midst  of  the 
current  controversy  over  development  in 
our  neighborhood.”  Mr.  Eisenberger  then 
cites  “facts”  regarding  the  role  artists, 
specifically  the  artists  of  Project  Artaud, 
played  in  driving  “industry  out  of  town”. 

I  believe  Mr.  Eisenberger  either  does 
not  know  the  history  of  the  neighborhood, 
has  chosen  to  process  it  very  selectively,  or 
is  grossly  misinformed. 

Artists  have  lived  and  worked  at 
Project  Artaud,  a  former  American  Can 
Company  site,  since  1971  (Mr. 
Eisenberger  says  “around  1980”).  The 
operational  Best  Foods  plant  did  have  its 
smells  and  noises  and  certainly  railroad 
traffic  down  the  middle  of  Florida  Street. 
Negotiations  with  the  plant  were  ongoing 
and  cordial,  primarily  with  Theater  Artaud 
about  the  schedule  of  trains  on  Florida 
Street.  If  a  Best  Foods  bound  train  was 
coming  close  to  show  time,  theater  staff 
would  be  outside  directing  parking  to 
make  sure  the  train  could  get  in  and  out 
quickly.  The  yardmaster  would  inform  the 
engineer  that  we  were  waiting  to  start  the 
show.  This  was  a  very  friendly  relation¬ 
ship,  and  they  would  always  ask  about  the 
show.  Neither  the  Theater  nor  Project 
Artaud  attempted  to  stop  the  trains,  protest 
their  usage,  or  harass  Best  Foods. 

According  to  Robert  Nardone,  Best 
Foods  operations  manager,  in  an  SF 
Examiner  article  by  Gerard  Adams 
(6/28/90),  Best  Foods  vacated  the  plant  in 
1990  because  the  equipment  was  obsolete 
and  the  three  and  four  story  buildings  were 
unsuited  to  modernization.  So,  Mr. 
Eisenberger  blames  artists  for  this? 

Neighborhood  activists  are  not 
“resisting  all  reasonable  development”,  as 
Mr.  Eisenberger  states.  They  are  disturbed 
at  the  displacement  of  artists  and  longtime 
Mission  residents  and  the  warping  of  the 
potential  of  live/work  space.  They  are 
incensed  at  the  back  door  policies,  oppor¬ 
tunism  and  lack  of  oversight  that  allow 
live/work  developers  to  avoid  payment  of 
developers  fees  to  the  city  and  schools, 
make  no  provisions  for  low  income  units 
when  these  residential  environments  are 
built,  then  allow  these  live/work  develop¬ 
ments  to  be  leased  as  office  space  outside 
the  limits  of  new  office  construction  in  San 
Francisco. 

Thank  you,  Laurie  Anderson,  Lizzy 
Spicuzza,  Residents  of  Project  Artaud 


The  handwriting  is  on  the  wall 

Editor, 

I  wish  to  respond  to  the  article  in  the 
November  issue  of  ListenUp!  (inserted  in 
the  New  Mission  News)  by  Paulina 
Cazares  entitled,  “Is  Graffiti  Really  Such  a 
Big  Deal?”.  While  I  applaud  the  author’s 
efforts  to  articulate  her  views  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  compliment  her  on  her  writing 
style,  I  must  take  great  issue  with  both  the 
message  and  logic  of  what  she  says.  Let 
me  respond  to  her  article  point  by  point 
and  its  logic,  or  rather,  illogic: 

1.  “Many  people  think  graffiti  is  bad 
and  it  vandalizes  people’s  property.  This 
may  be  hue  in  some  cases”.  In  what  case 
is  graffiti  not  vandalism?  Paulina  seems  to 
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make  a  distinction  between  artistic  graffiti 
and  scrawlings,  when  in  reality  the  distinc¬ 
tion  should  be  between  doing  so  with  per¬ 
mission  and  doing  it  with  wanton  disre¬ 
gard  for  the  rights  of  others.  There  is  a 
huge  difference  between  a  beautiful  mural 
put  up  with  the  permission  of  the  building 
owner,  one  that  is  an  asset  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  defacing  property  or  public 
infrastructure  with  mindless  tags.  Forget 
about  art;  regardless  of  how  “beautiful”  or 
expressive  it  might  be  (and  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  graffiti  is  not  artistic  at  all),  it  is  van¬ 
dalism.  When  someone  tags  my  property, 
the  gut  feeling  I  get  is  similar  to  how  you 
might  feel  if  someone  urinated  in  your 
house  or  destroyed  one  of  your  cherished 
possessions. 

Graffiti  vandalism  is  a  very  big  deal! 
Here’s  what’s  wrong  with  it: 

*  Graffiti  demoralizes  and  degrades  com¬ 
munities;  people  who  see  tags  all  over  the 
place  rightly  think  that  nobody  in  the 
neighborhood  cares 

*  Graffiti  drives  away  businesses  and  jobs. 
Most  people  don’t  like  living  or  working 
in  an  area  that  looks  like  a  war  zone;  they 
like  living  in  one  that  expresses  pride 

*  Graffiti  wastes  precious  funds  that  are 
far  better  used  for  valuable  school,  health 
and  recreation  programs.  Paulina  talks 
about  the  lack  of  such  programs  in  her 
community.  Does  she  realize  that  by  tag¬ 
ging  she  is  in  effect  stealing  even  more 
money  away  from  such  programs,  by  forc¬ 
ing  the  community  to  divert  funds  to 
cleaning  up  her  mess?  Does  she  realize 
that  one  spray  painted  tag  on  a  stop  sign 
may  cost  hundreds  of  dollars  to  clean  up  or 
replace?  Wouldn’t  she  rather  see  that 
money,  and  energy,  spent  constructively? 

*  Graffiti  causes  accidents.  Public  signs, 
such  as  stop,  no  left  turn,  street  signs,  etc. 


are  there  to  help  people  in  the  community. 
When  a  tagger  obliterates  a  sign  with  spray 
paint,  marker  pens  or  stickers,  they  are 
jeopardizing  the  safety  of  the  public 
(...and  don’t  think  taggers  aren’t  part  of 
that  public). 

*  Graffiti  costs  a  fortune  to  clean  up.  San 
Francisco  spends  over  $10  million  a  year 
on  graffiti  cleanup — and  only  cleans  up  a 
small  fraction  of  if  Imagine  what  an  extra 
$10  million  could  do  for  youth  programs! 

*  Graffiti  causes  embarrassment  to  the 
family  are!  friends  of  the  victim  and  the 
vandal. 


many  adults  feel  that  if  strict  laws  make 
young  people  think  twice  before  they 
deface  someone’s  property  or  a  public 
sign,  then  maybe  it’s  doing  the  job.  Rather 
than  condemning  Prop  21,  and  looking  for 
poor  excuses  for  irresponsible  behavior — 
and  graffiti  tagging  is  very  irresponsible — 
how  about  simply  steering  clear  of  such 
activities? 

Gideon  Kramer 

Basta! 

Editor 


tographer,  Sarah  Henderson,  Tommy, 
Sarah  and  Greg,  Mark  of  Whispered 
Media,  Armando  and  Gilberto  of  Vbces 
magazine,  Amy  of  Arris  Art,  Alejandro  of 
Defense  for  Eviction,  and  mi  familia. 

Ricardo  Cartagena 


2.  “Teens  can’t  vote,  so  they  should  not 
have  to  obey  the  laws.”  By  this  logic,  8- 
year  olds  should  not  have  to  obey  the  laws 
either.  Teens  under  18  can’t  vote  because 
society  deems  that  the  minimum  age,  and 
to  be  honest,  this  lack  of  logic  suggests 
that  the  author  is  not  ready  to  vote.  Is  she 
suggesting  that  8-year  olds  should  be  able 
to  drive? 

3.  “Compared  to  rape  and  murder,  graffiti 
tagging  is  nothing!”  Tme,  compared  with 
rape  and  murder,  graffiti  vandalism  is  a 
relatively  minor  crime,  and  obviously  a 
teen  should  not  face  similar  punishment 
However,  it  is  very  faulty  logic  to  think 
that  simply  because  of  the  difference  in  the 
gravity  of  the  crimes,  we  should  simply 
excuse  people  for  such  relatively  “inno¬ 
cent”  offenses  as  vandalism,  urinating  and 
defecating  on  sidewalks,  littering  and 
dumping  garbage  on  the  streets,  polluting 
the  environment  and  petty  theft.  You  do 
not  excuse  or  make  light  of  “minor”  crim¬ 
inal  behavior  by  comparing  it  to  a  crime 
far  worse. 

While  I  agree  that  Proposition  2 1  may 
be  the  wrong  approach,  its  passage  is  an 
expression  of  the  public’s  frustration  with 
teens  they  feel  are  out  of  control.  A  great 


Estoy  bien  orgulloso  por  espacio  que 
dedica  NMNews  al  problema  que  de  desa- 
lojo  que  atravieza  la  comumdad.Creo  que 
cada  articulo  pub!icado,es  un  enorme  grito 
de  protesta;  es  como  una  caminata 
mas, con  mil  pancartas  diciendo  NO  NO 
NO...  BASTA"  Algun  dia  ese  mismo  espa¬ 
cio  sera  para  anunciar  viviendas 
disponibles  para  familias. 

I  am  very  proud  about  the  space  that 
the  NMNews  has  dedicated  to  eviction 
problems  that  have  come  into  the  Mission. 
I  believe  that  each  published  article  is  an 
enormous  voice  of  protest;  is  like  one 
more  caminata,  with  one  thousand  signs 
saying  "NO  NO  NO  ...STOP  EVICTION". 
One  day  the  same  space  will  be  used  to 
announce  "places  to  rent  for  families". 

I  thank  everyone  in  the  Mission  and 
beyond,  who  has  shown  such  amazing 
support  since  my  NMNews  article  on  evic¬ 
tion  and  housing  problems  (published  in 
October).  Without  this  kind  of  support,  I 
could  be  without  a  place  to 

live  and  just  as  important,  without  a 
place  to  paint.  Living  without  a  place  to 
paint  is  like  not  living  at  all.  Thanks  to 
friends,  neighbors  and  all  others;  Ray 
Rivera  and  Ana  Montano  of  ArtBeat,  pho¬ 


1055  Valencia  street  punk  •  rock 
san  francisco.  ca  941 14  drum  'n'  bass 

415  647.2272  pop .  international 
new  Zealand .  japan 

www.aquariusrecordsSF.com  folk  -country 

krautrock  •  metal 

write  to  aqua  @  sirius.com  to  hip-hop. 
receive  our  new  arrivals  list  noises 

regular  music. 

worldwide  mail  order  welcome! 


getting  the  music  to  the  people 
since  1970 


*aquarius  records 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 


in  the  New  Mission  News 


Call  Jane  Dixon 


(415)  826-2320 


know 


Especially  if  you  don't  look. 


With  over  4000  items  arriving  DAILY,  every  day  is  a  treasure  hunt. 


The  Greatest  Thrift  Store  in  the  World 
www.ThriftTown.com 


.&L 


Linens  •  Clothing  •  Televisions  •  Collectibles  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry 
5  Draperies  •  Accessories  •  Books  •  Records  •  What-Nots  •  Furniture 
^  Toys  •  Dishes  •  Baby  Items  •  Small  Appliances 


2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

We  accept  personal  checks. 


ANY  $10.00  PURCHASE  OR  MORE 


.  VUW 


2101  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

Not  Valid  With  Any  Other  Promotion  •  limit  One  Coupon  Per  Customer 
Pleose  Present  This  Coupon  Prior  To  Purchase  •  1  OFFER  EXPIRES  2/1/01 


We  accept  personal  checks. 
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Vou  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 
Often  Monday  -  Saturday  9 

Robert  C  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Reagstoitf  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron.  R.D.H. 


Neighborhood  Sell-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  writh  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 

needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or  . 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 


Loan  Amount  Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 

Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 


The  CYO  gets  a  big  check 


Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area;  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA  _ 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1 937  Meraber  FD1C 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  &  1 7th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 


Volunteers  Are  Always  Welcome 
at  Mission  Schools 

Mission  District  elementaiy,  middle  and 
high  schools  are  in  need  of  volunteers. 
Bring  your  talent,  creativity  and  passion 
to  share  with  a  student  or  whole  class. 
Volunteers  may  serve  as  reading  and  math 
tutors,  storytellers,  mentors,  and  much 
more.  Bilingual  Spanish  and  Chinese 
speakers  are  especially  encouraged  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Whatever  language  you  speak, 
whatever  your  background,  you  surely 
have  something  to  share  with  a  student. 
Call  San  Francisco  School  \blunteers  for 
more  information:  (415)  749-3700  or  visit 
our  website  http://www.sfsv.org. 
Volunteers  are  also  welcome  at  The 
Housing  Rights  Committee,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  that  fights  for  the  right  of  tenants  to 
have  an  affordable  and  livable  home.  If 
you  would  like  to  volunteer  as  a  counselor 
that  helps  tenants  with  problems  of  evic¬ 
tions  and  rent  raises  call  the  Housing 
Rights  Committee.  The  next  training  ses¬ 
sion  for  counselors  will  be  on  January  20 
and  21,  10  A.M.-4  P.M.  at  427  South  Van 
Ness  (between  15th  and  16th).  Call  703- 
8634. 
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CASA  VALENCIA 


CYO  Mission  Day  Care  Receives 
Grant  From  Providian 

On  November  20,  2000  CYO  Mission 
Day  Care  Executive  Director  Liliana 
Rossi  received  a  $50,000  grant  from 
Providian,  a  company  that  provides  credit 
to  millions  of  consumers  nationwide. 
Mission  Day  Care  serves  over  60  children 
throughout  the  school  year  as  well  as  dur¬ 
ing  school  breaks  in  the  winter  and  sum¬ 
mer  holidays.  A  model  before-school  and 
after-school  program.  Mission  Day  Care 
staff  develop  strong  ties  to  the  children 
that  come  to  the  program;  the  staff  some¬ 
times  even  come  back  as  volunteers  or 
substitutes  if  the  need  arises.  The  children 
that  come  into  the  program  also  develop  a 
bond  with  the  staff  and  the  other  children, 
often  keeping  in  touch  with  each  other 
during  their  teenage  and  adult  lives. 

Loren  Brown  oversees  the  financial 
giving  program  of  Providian  and  has 
shown  an  interest  in  the  type  of  work  that 
CYO  Mission  Day  Care  does  with  this 
community's  children  and  their  families. 
This  $50,000  grant  is  the  second  one  that 
CYO  has  received  in  the  past  two  years 
from  Providian. 


•  Furnished  rooms  for  rent 

•  in  the  sunny  Mission. 

•  Full  time  manager. 

•  Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 

•  public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
:  Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

•  For  more  information  call  552-0825. 
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“Heaven"  restored. 


Galena  Mural  Defaced 

Heaven,  a  mural  on  the  exterior  of  Galena 
de  la  Raza,  depicting  two  Latina  lesbians 
was  defaced  on  the  weekend  of  December 
1.  The  mural  it  replaced,  Ese-One  Last 
Mexican  Found  in  the  Mission,  dealt  with 
the  anti-placement  and  was  also  replaced 
with  anti-gay  slogans. 

The  same  week  an  artist  associated  with 
the  Galena  received  threatening,  homo- 
phobic  e-mail  and  the  windows  of  the 
Galeria  were  damaged  by  what  appeared 
to  be  a  BB  gun.  Heaven  by  muralist  Alma 
Lopez  combines  religious  imagery  with 
what,  by  San  Francisco  standards,  are  fair¬ 
ly  tame  depictions  of  same  sex  afifectioa 
"Spirituality  and  sexuality  both  exist  with¬ 
in  me.. .to  separate  them  is 
impossible... The  work  I  do  comes  from 
the  heart  and  is  not  meant  to  disrespect  or 
offend."  (This  same  combination  of  eroti¬ 
cism  and  religion  provoked  similar  attacks 
when  My  Cathedral  by  Alex  Donis  was 
exhibited  at  the  Galeria  in  1997.) 

Both  the  Hate  Crimes  Unit  of  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department  and  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  are  investi¬ 
gating  the  e-mails.  A  release  sent  out  by 
the  Galeria  stated,  "These  actions  can  only 
exacerbate  the  racism,  sexism  and  homo¬ 
phobia  that  justify  hate  violence.. .Galeria 
is  dedicated  to  providing  a  space  for  art¬ 
work  that  challenges  our  community  in 
productive  and  beneficial  ways.” 

In  November  San  Francisco's  only 
Palestinian  mural  at  21st  and  Mission  and 
the  image  of  Cesar  Chavez  on  a  mural  at 
21st  and  Bartlett  were  also  vandalized. 
Since  the  Mission's  hundreds  of  murals 
constitute  an  important  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity's  cultural  heritage,  these  acts  of 
intolerance  are  especially  disturbing. 

Recommended  in  January 

At  Modern  Times  Book  Store  -Rebecca 
Solnit  paints  a  gloomy  picture  of  a 
homogenized  San  Francisco  as  artists  and 
other  contrarians  depart  and  are  replaced 
by  nouveaux  bozos  in  her  book  Hollow 
City.  Solnit  is  accompanied  by  photogra¬ 
pher  Susan  Schwartzenberg  whose  slides 
of  the  whole  awful  gentro  process  include 
images  of  our  beloved  but  de-bohemianiz- 
ing  hood.  Thursday,  January  18,  7:30  P.M. 
at  888  Valencia  Street. 

Also  at  Modern  Times  -  The  Battle  of 
Seattle,  the  exuberance,  joy  and  bright 
shinning  moments,  as  well  as  the  broader 
and  long  term  implications,  of  the  assault 
on  Starbucks  City  are  discussed  with  the 
usual  acerbic  incisiveness  by  Alexander 
Cockbum  and  Jeffrey  St.  Clair,  authors  of 
Five  Days  That  Shook  the  World  (with  no 
apologies  to  John  Reed).  Thursday, 
January  25,  7:30  P.M.,  888  Valencia 
Street. 

Mission  Magic  Mystery  Tour  -There’s 
life  at  last  at  the  Brava  Theater.  The  belat¬ 
edly  restored  venue  turns  on  the  stage 
lights  once  again  for  the  legendary 


Culture  Clash.  The  sixteen  year  old  satiri¬ 
cal  group  returns  to  its  community  of  ori¬ 
gin  for  a  long  hard  look  at  the  Mission  in 
the  '90s  as  the  dot-commies  and  the  just 
plain  commies  have  it  out  about  whose 
'hood  it  is  anyway.  Show  runs  Wednesday 
through  Saturday  at  8  P.M.  with  Sunday 
matinees  at  3  P.M.  January  3  thru  28  at 
the  Brava  Theater  Center  2781  24th 
Street. 

Mission  Possible  -This  unique  collabora¬ 
tive  art  installation  between  ex-offenders, 
victims/survivors  and  community  artists 
explores  violence  and  restoration.  A 
reception  will  be  held  from  6  to  9  P.M.  on 
January  5.  The  show  runs  through  January 
31  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  2868 
Mission  Street. 

Six  SF  Students  are  Gates 
Millennium  Scholars 

Six  San  Francisco  State  University  stu¬ 
dents  are  among  4,000  nationwide  to 
receive  scholarships  from  the  Bill  and 
Melinda  Gates  Foundatioa  Mission  resi¬ 
dent  Juan  Sanchez,  who  is  also  a  full  time 
math  teacher  at  John  O'Connell  High 
School,  was  one  of  those  named  as  Gates 
Millennium  Scholar. 

Sanchez,  who  has  lived  in  the 
Mission  District  nearly  his  entire  life  said, 
"Hopefully,  I  will  be  able  to  use  this  to  get 
into  a  doctoral  program  in  educatioa  My 
long  term  goal  is  to  become  an  outreach 
director  and  help  minorities  gain  access  to 
college."  The  $1  billion  scholarship  fund 
was  set  up  last  year  to  assist  minority  col¬ 
lege  students  and  since  then  has  received 
applications  from  62,000  students. 
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Bird  &  Beckett 

Books  &  Records 

2788  Diamond  St. 


in  Glen  Park 

San  Francisco 
ph:  586-3733 


New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  —  LPs  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  Etc. 


Tues.-Sat.:  103;rt  to  9pm 
Sunday:  1 1am  to  6pm 

Glen  Park  Bart 
J  Church 

Muni  #26,  52,  44,  23 
Easy  Parking 

,1  —  ~  — t  -  ■  ■= 


and  best  wishes  for  a 
safe  and  prosperous  new  year! 


Come  shop  with  our  friendly  and  knowledgeable 
staff.  The  finest  in  fresh  fish  &  poultry,  fixed  just 
the  way  you  like  it  &  we're  proud  to  have  been 
family  owned  and  operated  for23  years  at 
2590  Mission  Street  in  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall. 


rniss^  N^yimdRKer 


FISH  &  POULTRY 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x5"  or  4"x6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1263  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B&W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
<no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  photofinishing  service. 


1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


Family  Owned  &  Operated  Since  1918 
The  Original 

DUGGANS® 
FUNERAL  SERVICE 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

We  make  life  easier  because  we  care  about  your  wishes. 
1  * 

•  We  are  trained  professionals,  registered  and  licensed 
with  the  State  of  California. 

•  Experienced  with  all  types  of  services  -  including 
non-denominational  funerals. 

•  Most  beautiful  chapels  in  varying  sizes. 

•  Domestic  and  International  shipment  worldwide. 

•  Rental  Casket  Available. 

•  Information  given  over  the  phone. 

•  Call  for  brochure  on  Funeral  Services, 

Memorial  Services  and  Cremation. 


Member,  Better  Business  Bureau,  Lions  Chib,  and  California 
and  National  Funeral  Directors  Association, 

We  answer  the  phone  24  hours 


vtSM 


415.431.4900 

Se  Habla  Espahol 
FD#44 

3434  17th  Street  (near  Valencia),  San  Francisco,  94110 
Centrally  located  across  from  the  new  Mission  Police  Station 
Free  Off-Street  Parking  accommodating  the  largest  services. 

Not  affiliated  with  Duggan’s  Serra  Mortuary  in  Daly  City 
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‘Wfteefcfiair  Accessible 

Reservations  Accepted  Credit  Cards  'Welcome 


^  CLASSIC  SPANISH  DINNERS 
AMERICAN  FAVORITES 
^  WINE  AND  BEER 
^  TAPAS  BAR 


Open  (Daify  at  5‘T.M.  (except  Mondays) 

1499  Valencia  at  26th  415.643.3160 


_ _ _ _ — - — - 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th)  ! 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything  j 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old ,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday*  * 


Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

_ _ _ 


The  Protein 
Debate 

Recently,  there  has  been  much 
debate  about  the  amount  of  protein 
we  need  to  eat  in  our  diet. 
Theories  such  the  "The  Zone"  diet  have 
become  very  popular,  following  on  from 
the  "Atkins  Diet"  and  others  that  advocate 
eating  very  high  levels  of  protein  They 
recommend  cutting  back  on  carbohydrates 
(grains,  fruit,  breads)  and  increasing  food 
high  in  protein  (meat,  dairy,  eggs,  nuts, 
some  grains). 

It  is  true  that  many  people  rely  on  a 
carbohydrate-based  diet  for  nutrition  and 
energy,  perhaps  too  much.  Carbohydrates 
are  basically  simple  or  complex  sugars, 
which  are  broken  down  in  the  body  for 
energy.  It  is  one  of  the  most  basic  biolog¬ 
ical  mechanisms  in  the  body,  but  the  theo¬ 
ry  of  these  diets  is  that  carbohydrates 
become  easily  stored  as  fat  as  they  are 
absorbed  very  quickly  into  the  body. 
Proteins,  on  the  other  hand,  are  broken 
down  more  slowly  and  utilized  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  way. 

Protein  comes  from  the  Greek  word 
Protos  meaning  "first",  since  protein  is  the 
basic  material  for  all  living  cells.  The 
human  body  contains  about  65%  water 
and  25%  proteia  Protein  is  made  out  of 
nitrogen-containing  molecules  called 
amino  acids.  There  are  25  types  of  amino 
acids,  which  when  pieced  together  make 
different  kinds  of  proteia  Of  these  25, 
there  are  8  basic  amino  acids  from  which 
the  remaining  17  can  be  made.  These  8 
are  called  essential  amino  acids. 

There  is  continual  debate  as  to  the 
amount  of  protein  necessary  for  good 
health.  So,  which  are  the  best  protein  rich 
foods  to  eat?  This  question  has  to  be 
answered  by  looking  both  at  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  protein  found  in  various 
foods,  along  with  the  other  nutritional 
constituents  in  the  food.  For  example,  a 
lamb  chop  provides  25%  of  total  calories 
as  protein  and  75%  as  fat,  much  of  which 
is  saturated  fat  In  soybeans  however, 
over  50%  of  calorie  intake  is  protein,  the 
rest  being  useful  complex  carbohydrates. 
This  is  why  soy  based  food  is  good  for 
vegetarians. 


Grains  are  commonly  thought  to  be 
just  carbohydrates,  but  in  fact  they  contain 
protein  as  well.  One  of  the  most  complete 
grains  with  very  high  quality  of  protein  is 
quinoa,  which  is  technically  a  fruit  It 
contains  more  protein  than  a  grain  and 
more  essential  fat  than  fruit.  It  is  also  rich 
in  vitamins  and  minerals  and  low  in  fat. 
Other  whole  grains  are  also  good  sources 
of  protein,  as  well  as  certain  vegetables 
such  as  spinach  and  broccoli. 


So  it  is  not  just  from  meat  and  dairy 
that  we  get  our  proteia  It  has  been  com¬ 
monly  thought  that  grain  and  vegetable 
based  protein  is  incomplete  by  itself  and 
has  to  be  supplemented  by  animal  based 
protein  or  by  complex  mixing  of  different 
grains  to  give  a  whole  protein  balance. 
For  most  people  a  varied,  balanced  diet 
can  supply  enough  complete  protein  with¬ 
out  going  to  a  lot  of  trouble. 


This  is  not  to  advocate  a  vegetarian 
diet  for  all  people,  but  to  balance  the  veg¬ 
etable  and  animal  sources  of  proteia  It  is 
true  that  a  high  meat  diet  can  create  health 
problems,  at  the  very  least  due  to  levels  of 
hormones,  antibiotics  and  other  toxins 
found  in  much  meat  and  fish.  It  is  also 
true  that  in  western  cultures,  the  reliance 
on  simply  sugars  for  calorie  intake 
(sweets,  soft  drinks,  white  bread,  sugar, 
etc.)  has  created  major  health  problems. 

The  key  is  to  eat  a  wide  variety  of 
foods,  including  whole  grains  such  as 
quinoa,  rice  and  millet,  legumes  such  as 
lentils  and  beans,  fresh  vegetables  every 
day,  seeds  and  nuts;  and  then  animal  pro¬ 
tein  from  eggs,  dairy  products,  and  good 
meat  and  fish  if  desired.  More  than  ever, 
buying  organic  meat  is  important  for  the 
health  reasons  mentioned. 

Therefore,  as  has  been  said  endlessly, 
food  should  be  fresh,  and  we  should 
emphasize  eating  a  wide  variety  of  foods, 
especially  vegetables,  grains,  some  fruit 
and  then  dairy  and  meat.  We  shouldn't 
rely  on  meat  and  simple  sugars  (white 
bread)  as  our  primary  sources  of  energy. 
It  won't  give  us  the  balanced  diet  we  need 
and  it  won't  give  the  necessary  vitamins, 
minerals  and  enzymes  vital  for  good 
health. 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  *  SERVICE 


2793  16th  Street 

Between  Folsom  snd  Harrison 

431-0255 


10%  Off 
With  this  Ad! 
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Dear  Library  Lady: 

Last  Valentine’s  Day  I  was  accused  of 
being  a  romantic  dud.  Please  help  me 
redeem  myself  this  year! 

Cupid,  Can  You  Hear  Me? 

Dear  Cupid,  Can  You  Hear  Me: 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Libraries 
have  many  items  that  can  turn  you  into  a 
romantic  fool!  Use  the  Mission  Libraiy’s 
collection  to  plan  a  romantic  day  or 
evening: 

Romantic  Days  And  Nights  In  San 
Francisco:  Intimate  Escapes  In  The 
City  By  The  Bay  by  Donna  Peck, 
Peninsula  &  Silicon  Valley  Restaurant 
Guide,  Fodor’s  Gay  Guide  To  San 
Francisco  And  The  Bay  Area 

Try  something  more  exciting  with 
Lets  Party!  San  Francisco.  Try  Ulrica 
Hume’s  San  Francisco  In  A  Teacup:  A 
Guidebook  For  Tea  Lovers:  Fifty 
Unique  Places  To  Have  Tea  In  San 
Francisco  And  The  Bay  Area  for  some¬ 
thing  more  refined. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  might  want  to 
do  something  more  athletic.  Pick  a  spot  in 
the  following  books  and  take  along  a  pic¬ 
nic:  California  Recreational  Lakes  & 
Rivers,  Frommer’s  Memorable  Walks 
In  San  Francisco,  Pacific  Coast 
Adventures  by  Fraser  Bridges,  Tamalpais 

Trails  by  Barry  Spitz 

Plan  a  romantic  get-away  with  these  books 
More  Weekends  For  Two  In  Northern 
California:  50  Romantic  Getaways  by 
Bill  Gleeson,  Karen  Brown’s  California 
Charming  Inns  &  Itineraries:  Romantic 
Hotels  And  B&Bs  With  Easy-To-Follow 
Itineraries,  The  Insiders’  Guide  To  Las 
Vegas  by  David  Stratton 

Cook  a  home-cooked  meal  with  one 
of  our  specialty  cookbooks  that  focus  on  a 
particular  type  of  food,  course,  or  country: 
Dinners  In  A  Dish  And  A  Dash  by  Jean 
Anderson,  The  Mediterranean  Herb 
Cookbook  by  Georgeanne  Brennan,  The 
Chocolate  Bible 

Play  some  romantic  music  such  as 
Julio  Iglesias’  Tango,  Luther  Vandross’ 


Mission  Branch 


Always  &  Forever,  Ana  Gabriel’s  En  La 
Plaza  de  Toros  Mexico,  Jose  Luis 
Rodriguez’  Inolvidable,  Placido 
Domingo’s  Opera  Classics,  Toni 
Braxton’s  The  Heat,  or  Celine  Dion’s  All 
the  Way. 

Borrow  a  romantic  video  such  as 

Gone  With  the  Wind,  La  Cage  Aux 
Folles,  Like  Water  for  Chocolate,  The 
Unbearable  Lightness  of  Being,  or  A 
Walk  In  the  Clouds. 

Read  some  romantic  poetry  together 
(or  to  each  other):  101  Classic  Love 
Poems,  Great  Love  Poems,  Love  Is  Like 
The  Lion’s  Tooth  :  An  Anthology  Of 
Love  Poems,  Sacred  Poems  And 
Prayers  Of  Love 

Learn  about  love  in  the  following 
books:  Cracking  The  Love  Code  :  Six 
Proven  Principles  To  Find  And  Keep 
Real  Love  With  The  Right  Person  by 
Janet  O’Neal,  1001  Ways  To  Be 
Romantic  by  Gregory  Godek,  Kissing: 
The  Complete  Guide  by  Tamar 
Schreibman 

Before  you  know  it,  everyone  will  be 
asking  you  for  romantic  advice! 

Happy  Reading,Library  Lady 

Children’s  Programs 

Wednesday,  January  17  at  3:30  p.m.  - 
Origami  with  Geri  Handa  (ages  7  &  up) 

Thursday  February  8  at  3:30  p.m.  -  S. 
Kwaku  Daddy  African  Drumming  (all 
ages) 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to  Library 
Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News,  3288 
2 1ST  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  lib.  ca.  us 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 

in  the  New  Mission  News 
tg 

Call  Jane  Dixon 
(415)  826-2320 


Spend  the 
Evenings 
With  Us  ^ 

2  Nights  for  2  Years 


SCHOOL  o/GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY 

An  M.A.  in  PSYCHOLOGY  leading  to  M.F.T.  licensure, 

FEMINIST-CLINICAL  and  SOCIAL-CLINICAL  EMPHASIS. 


Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Financial  aid  is  available  for  students  who  qualify. 


Informational  Meeting: 

JANUARY  10,  6:30pm 

766  Valencia  Street 


San  Francisco,  CA 
415-437-3421 


www.newcollege.edu 

ncwcollcgc®  psych.cdu 


modern  times  bookstore 

A  progressive  tesouroe  for  the  Bay  Area  -  A  neighborhood  bookstore  for  the  Mission 


January  Events: 

Poetry  Reading  with 
Forrest  Hamer  & 
Priscilla  Lee 

Reading  for  Global 
Ethnography 

Alexander  Cockburn 
&  Jeffrey  St.  Clair. 
Five  Days  That  Shook 
the  World 


Susan  Schwarzenberg 
&  Rebecca  Solnit, 
Hollow  City 

Derrick  Jensen, 
A  Language  Older 
Than  Words 

Lyn  Hejinian, 
The  Language 
of  Inquiry 


888  Valencia  Street  @  20th 
San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


Ik/vrka  Bwormiws  Pw\rru; 

TYPESETTING  •  DESIGN  i  PRINTING 


Invoices  •  Flyers  •  Logos 
Letterheads  •  Envelopes 
•  Postcards  •  Magazines  •  Newsletters  •  Labels 
Stamps  •  Business  Cards  •  Presentation  Folders 

1009  Valencia  (at  2 1st) 
Ph:  826-6700  F\:  826-6701 


22  Giant  Color 
^  Banners  & 
Posters 

^  Up  to  3ft  X  1 2ft 


.  new  and  used  .HnnlCQ 

dog  earedST"12* 


sell 

trade 

10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE 


'Reliable,  clean  vehicles  -Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
■Locally  owned  &  Family  Operated  ■  Open  7  days  a  week 


r/ 


FttHlAsNREC/C 


(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

the  Mission! 
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Yo's  Sushi  Club  •  695-1799 
The  Voodoo  Lounge  •  285-3369 


2937  Mission  Street 


SUSHI  RESTAURANT  &  FULL  BAR 


rs\e 

multi 

NOCTURNAL  MON-SAT  7  30  TO  ROUND  MIDNIGHT 


Jk  k.  k  1109  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  •  824-7559 

Cuttml  VALBWCI 


RONCO 
Y  DULCE 

to  the  Zapatistas  on  the  Mission 

Coming  out  of  the  underground 
on  the  Bart  escalator, 
the  Mission  sky 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount ! 1 


When  friends  &  family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


The  An dora  Inn  is  a  fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  bulu  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
ricjdy  international  Mission  District, 

,  known  as  one' of  the  most  extiting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/caffe  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
•  Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
•  Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
•  Color  TV  with  Remote  &  VCR 


Tonrs  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1  (800)  967-9219 


(Complimentary  Video  Selection) 

•  AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
•  Free  Local  Calls 


Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 


•  Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
•  Grand  Library  &  Tranquil  Ambiance 


AndqRaSF@aol.eom 


is  washed  by  Autumn, 

the  men  and  their  garbage  bags 

are  clustered  in  the  battered  plaza 

Behind  me,  down  below, 

in  the  throat  of  the  earth, 

a  rough  bracero  sings 

of  his  coinings  and  his  goings 

in  a  voice  as  ronco  y  dulce 

as  the  mountains  of 

Michoacan  and  Jalisco 

to  the  white  zombies 


HERUV 

F0#mnG 

fTlETRL 


Humanity  Crvmbla.  at 


OMMSPUU- 

826  Vix.MT.ta  wwwSowftnjbulLcom 

Sm  Frmdico,  CA  Ml  10  ,|ore@howfy,^ul|.com 
.IS  202  0339 


caffeining  to  the  downtown  dot  coins. 
They  are  trying  to  kick  us 
out  of  here 
again, 

they  are  trying  to  drain 
this  neighborhood  of  color, 
of  color. 

This  time  we  are  not  moving  oa 
We  are  going  to  stick  to  this  barrio 
like  the  posters  so  fiercely  pasted 

to  the  walls  of  the  Missioa 
with  iron  glue 
that  they  will  have 
to  take  them  down 
brick  by  brick 
to  make  us  go  away. 

Even  then  our  ghosts  will  return 

and  turn  those  bricks  into  weapons 

and  build  up  the  Mission 

brick  by  brick 

and  song  by  song 

ronco  y  dulce 

as  Jalisco  y  Michoacan, 

San  Pedro  Sula  y  Morazon, 

Managua,  Manilla,  Ramallah, 

Pine  Ridge  Vietnam  and  Africa. 

As  QR  says 

we  here  now,  motherfuckers 
let  the  Klan  and  the  Nazis 
and  the  real  estate  vampire 
go  home. 


john  ross/  the  mish/  autumn  2000 
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Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  H6  print  mm 


Pne.  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6.  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

,  passport  &  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight:  * 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x30' 

2  days: 

slides  S  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 


9  30  -  6  30 
lOOO  -  6  00 

n  -i  nn  cl  on 


2000  In  Review 

Looking  back  on  the  year  in  World 
Music,  2000  will  be  notable  for  the 
success  of  artists  whose  music  can¬ 
not  be  strictly  categorized  under  one  style. 
Popular  artists  have  mixed  Rap,  Dancehall 
Reggae  and  Soul  into  Salsa  and  Latin  Pop. 
DJ’s  have  transformed  African  and  Indian 
traditional  music  with  dance  beats  and  dub 
influenced  remixes.  Musical  boundaries 
have  broken  down,  leading  us  towards  a 
future  prophesized  by  Dizzy  Gillespie 
when  all  music  melts  into  one. 

Following  is  a  list  of  this  writers’  favorites 
from  this  past  year: 

1.  Sergent  Garcia  -  Un  Poquito  Quema  'o 
(France/Spain)Singing  in  Spanish,  French 
and  English,  Garcia’s  young  Paris-based 
band  play  an  energetic  blend  of  music  they 
call  “Salsamuffin.” 

2.  Orishas  -A  lo  Cubano  (Cuba/France) 
These  Cuban  singers,  named  after  the 
Afro-Cuban  deities,  mix  traditional  and 
sacred  Afro-Cuban  music  with  Rap. 

3.Cubanismo  —  Mardi  Gras  Mambo 
(Cuba/New  Orieans)Before  Buena  Vista 
Social  Club,  trumpeter  Jesus  Alemafly’s 
group  was  touring  the  world  spreading  the 
gospel  of  Cuban  music.  Here  they  team  up 
with  some  stellar  New  Orleans  musicians 
for  a  bi-lingual,  multi-rhythmic  romp. 

4.  Various  Artists  -  Frikyiwa  Vols.  1  &  2 
(Mali/Europe)  Top  European  club  mix 
masters  successfully  combine  traditional 
Malian  music  with  House  rhythms,  Afro- 
Beat  and  Dub. 

5.  Bebel  Gilberto  -  Tan  to  Tempo 
(Brazil/Holland)  This  Brazilian  diva  revi¬ 
talizes  traditional  Bossa  Nova  with  a  mod¬ 
em  production  that  is  at  once  exotic  and 
organic. 

6,  Femi  Kuti  -  Shoki  Shoki  (Nigeria)The 
son  of  legendary  Nigerian  musi¬ 
cian/shaman/politician  Fela  Kuti,  Femi 
brings  a  fresh  energy  to  the  funk  of  Afro- 
Beat. 


7.  Wiri  Buenaventura  -  Yo  Soy 

(Colombia/France)  This  Colombian  singer 
based  in  Paris  maintains  the  classic,  hard 
Salsa  sound  with  his  dynamic  and  tight 
Big  Band. 

8.  DJ  Cheb  I  Sabbah  -  Maha  Maya:  Shri 
Durga  Remixed  (S.F.)San  Francisco’s  own 
world  music  DJ  emeritus  remixes  his  tech- 
no-tribal  Indian  grooves  with  the  Asian 
Underground  posse  from  the  U.K. 

9.  Azabache  -Azabache  (Salsa/S  .F.)  Led 
by  veteran  Salsero  Ray  Martinez,  San 
Francisco’s  Azabache  riffs  off  a  classic 
New  York  Salsa  sound  with  some  bi-lin¬ 
gual  vocals  by  Los  Mocosos  singer  Manny 
Martinez. 

10.  Son  by  Four  -  Son  by  Four  (Salsa) 
This  years  Latin  Pop  phenomenon  features 
four  gifted,  bi-lingual  singers  who  add 
some  soul  to  their  romantic  Salsa. 

11.  Tito  Puente/Eddie  Palmieri  -  Obra 
Maestra  (Salsa)  Two  of  Salsa’s  greatest 
combine  with  a  host  of  top-notch  singers 
and  great  songs  on  what  would  be  Tito’s 
last  recording. 

12. Manolito  y  Su  Trabuco  -Para  Que 
Baila  Cuba  (Cuba)  Similar  to  Los  Van 
Van,  Manolito’s  big  Salsa  band  adds  some 
funk  to  the  Cuban  sound,  integrating  a 
wide  range  of  rhythms  with  elegance. 

i 

13.  Ricardo  Lemvo  -  Sao  Salvador 
(Congo/L.A.)  Congolese  Angleito  Lemvo 
has  been  on  the  cutting  edge  of  African 
Salsa,  blending  these  musical  cousins  with 
enthusiasm  and  originality. 

14.  Shakira  -  MTV  Unplugged 
(Colombia)  The  Alanis  Morisette  of  Latin 
Rock,  Shakira’s  bold  songs  and  unbridled 
energy  have  broken  down  stereotypes  and 
made  her  a  teen  idol  throughout  Latin 
America. 

1&  Milton  Cardona  -  Cambucha  (N.Y.C.) 
Top-flight  jazz  musicians  join  this  veteran 
Salsa  drummer/percussionist/singer  as  he 
mixes  Salsa,  Latin  jazz,  sacred  folklore, 
and  profane  Doo-Wop. 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

FREE  PICK-UP  OF  USED  MOTOR 
OIL,  OIL  FILTERS  AND  LATEX  PAINT 

RECOLECCION  CRATUITA  DE  ACEITE  DE 
MOTOR  USADO,  FILTROS  DE  ACEITE, 

Y  PINTURA  LATEX 


Call  i-800-HHW-PKUP 

(1-800-449-7587)  Jfe 

for  FREE  pick-up. 

4  Recycle  used  motor  oil 
in  a  secured  container. 

4  Drain  your  oil  filter 
overnight  and  place  it  in 
a  leak-proof  plastic  bag. 

4  Leave  latex  paint  in  the 
original  can. 

4  Call  1-800-449-7587  to 
schedule  your  pick-up. 

Remember  to  leave  your  materials 
outside  on  the  day  of  the  pick-up. 

You  don't  have  to  be  home  at  the  time 
of  collection.  You  can  recycle  up  to  5 
gallons  of  used  motor  oil  and  7  gallons 
of  latex  paint  per  pick-up. 


Llame  al  1-800-HHW- 
PKUP  para  solicitar  la 
recoleccion  gratuita. 

4  Recicle  el  aceite  de  motor 
usado  en  un  envase  cerrado. 

4  Deje  escurrir  el  filtro  de 
aceite  durante  toda  la  noche 
y  pongalo  en  una  bolsa  de 
plastico  hermetica. 

4  Deje  la  pintura  latex  en  su 
lata  original. 

4  Llame  al  1-800-449-7587 
para  obtener  un  horario  de 
coleccion. 

No  se  olvide  de  dejar  estos  materiales 
afuera  el  dia  de  la  recoleccion.  No  es  nece- 
sario  que  usted  este  en  casa  en  el  momento 
de  la  recoleccion.  En  cada  recoleccion, 
puede  recidar  hasta  5  galones  de  aceite  de 
motor  usado  y  7  galones  de  pintura  latex. 


SFHarwaste.org 


This  service  is  available  to  all  residents  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Este  servicio  esta  disponible  a  todos  los 
residentes  de  la  Ciudad  y  el  Condado 
de  San  Francisco. 

Funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Hazardous  Waste  Management  Frogram  [4151  554-4333, 
through  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board. 
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Still  the  Best  Framing 
in  San  Francisco! 


l cohere  artists  anA 
coUectors  cross  paths 
faor  expert  iramln 
at  a  %reat  price! 


the  Largest  Selection  ot  Readymade  Frames 
in  San  Francisco! 


934  VALENCIA  @  20th  ►  Frames@back2picture.com  ►  www.back2picture.com  ►  Tel:  826-2321 


’"'O.  ur  Ti  jdit  ie^il  Mexicali'  Feed 
is  the  JN*t  iff  the  Bay  *Ar€sC 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998, 1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  1  0am  to  1 0pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


